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‘Indian Idol 3’ winner, actor

Pras ies at 43
Prashant Tamang, who rose to fame as the

winner of ‘Indian Idol 3’ and was praised for his
turn as a cold-blooded assassin in Paatal Lok 2,
died in New Delhi on Sunday following a cardiac

arrest. He was 43. Tamang was born on January 4,

1983, in Darjeeling into a Nepali-speaking Gorkha
family. His father worked with the West Bengal
Police and died while in service, after which
Tamang left school to take up his father’s post.
Encouraged by friends, he auditioned for the
reality singing show ‘Indian Idol’ in 2007, where
he went on to win the competition. The actor will
be posthumously seen in the upcoming Salman
Khan-starrer Battle of Galwan. e

up his father’s post.

‘Indian Idol 3’ winner, actor Prashant Tamang
dies at 43
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. Prashant Tamang, who rose to fame as the winner of
‘Indian Idol 3’ and was praised for his turn as a cold-
blooded assassin in Paatal Lok 2, died in New Delhi on
Sunday following a cardiac arrest.
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. He was 43.
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. Tamang was born on January 4, 1983, in
Darjeeling into a Nepali-speaking Gorkha family.
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. His father worked with the West Bengal Police and
died while in service, after which Tamang left school to take

a5 fOran ufdm svmre gfery & 1R 2 iR Ja1 & SR ST Fed 81 T, o a1e a|iT 3
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e Encouraged by friends, he auditioned for the reality singing show ‘Indian Idol’ in 2007, where
he went on to win the competition.

GGl & UiedTe- IR 3-ei+ 2007 H Raferdt Rifff = SfEa= sngse & foru siifswH fean, Sief

I5I UiCraIe Sitd ot

e The actor will be posthumously seen in the upcoming Salman Khan-starrer Battle of

Galwan.

g AT ST FTHTH WH-RCRR ‘Aed 316 Taar § TRuIwRid fe@rs <

GS Paper 1: Society

TOPICS COVERED

| 12 January 2026
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While some argue that the current law criminalises consensual relationships among adolescents, others warn that lowering the age could undermine protections against

child exploitation. This debate comes amid rising POCSO cases, highlighting a growing conflict between adolescent autonomy and the need to safeguard vulnerable minors

LETTER & SPIRIT
Kartikey Sing

n January 10, the Supreme

Court (SC), in its judgment in

the State of Uttar Pradesh

versus Anurudh & Anr.,
acknowledged the growing misuse of the
Protection of Children from Sexual
Offences Act (POCS0), 2012 in
consensual, romantic adolescent
relationships, where one party is a minor.
It urged the Union government to initiate
corrective measures to exempt genuine
adolescent relationships from the special
child protection law’s rigorous
application. This has revived the debate
on the ‘age of consent’.

The legal framework
The age of consent refers to the legally
defined age at which an individual can
consent to sexual activity. In India, it is
currently 18 years, as established by the
gender-neutral POCSO Act. Anyone below
this age is classified as a “child”, making
their consent to sexual acts legally
irrelevant. Consequently, sexual acts with
minors are treated as “statutory rape”,
based on the legal presumption that
children lack the capacity to give valid
consent. Section 19 of the POCSO Act
mandates that any person who sus)
or has knowledge of an offence under the
Act, whether likely to occur or already
committed, must report it to the local
police or the Special Juvenile Police Unit.

The 18-year threshold was firmly
cemented in the broader criminal law
framework by the Criminal Law
(Amendment) Act, 2013. This Act notably
amended, among others, Section 375 of
the Indian Penal Code (IPC), which
defines ‘rape’ and, until 2012, had set the
‘age of consent’ at 16 years. The

d aimed at

Bengal found that 24.3% of them involved
romantic relationships, with 82% of
victims in such cases refusing to testify
against the accused. Another
Enfold-Project 39A study of 264 cases
under Section 6 (aggravated penetrative
sexual assault) of POCSO in the same
States found that 25.4% of them involved
consensual relationships. Therefore,
many advocate for a more nuanced legal

laws related to sexual offences against
women, aligned IPC’s Section 375 with the
18-year age stipulated in POCSO, thereby
ensuring comprehensive protection
against child sexual abuse. The Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), 2023, retained this
position: Section 63 defines rape to
include sexual acts with or without
consent if the woman is under 18.

Historically, India’s age of consent has
evolved significantly — from 10 years
under the 1860 IPC to 12 (Age of Consent
Act, 1891), then 14, and subsequently 16
until POCSO raised it to 18 in 2012.
Importantly, the age of consent is distinct
from the ‘minimum age of marriage’,
which under the Prohibition of Child
Marriage Act, 2006, is 18 for females and
21 for males.

Arguments in favour
In recent years, the debate over the age of
consent has intensified, particularly due
to a surge in POCSO cases involving
adolescents aged 16-18, where the girl
often testifies to ‘consensual sex’.
Advocates for lowering the age of consent
argue that the current law fails to
recognise adolescent sexuality, infringing
on the autonomy of 16-18-year-olds
capable of giving mature consent.
Underscoring the POCSO Act’s intent,
they emphasise that it was designed to
prevent child sexual abuse, not to
criminalise consensual romantic
relationships among older adolescents.
Reflecting the ground realities of
‘adolescent sexual behaviour’, the NFHS-4
(2015-16) shows that 11% of girls had their
first sexual experience before age 15, and
39% before 18. An Enfold study analysing
7,064 POCSO judgments (2016-2020)
across Assam, Maharashtra, and West

'h, one that respects the consent
of those over 16 while ensuring safeguards
against coercion, exploitation, or abuse of
authority. They call for shifting the
conversation towards mformed open

ISTOCKPHOTO

2007 study by the Ministry of Women and
Child Development found that over 50%
of abusers were known to the child. In
such cases, children often lack the
emotional independence or capacity to
resist or report abuse, making any claim
of consent meaningless. Diluting the law
would legitimise coercion, suppress
disclosures, and contradict the
constitutional and statutory commitment
to protecting children’s best interests.
Lowering the age would also risk
encouraging younger children to engage
in sexual acuw!y prematurely, wuhout

Similarly, the Bombay HC in Ashik Ramjaii
Ansari versus State of Maharashtra (2023)
held that sexual autonomy includes both
the ‘right to engage’ in consensual activity
and the ‘right to protection’ from sexual
aggression, and that recognising both is
key to respecting human sexual dignity.

However, in Mohd. Rafayat Ali versus
State of Delhi, the Delhi HC, asserted that
“consent is legally immaterial” under
POCSO if the victim is under 18. Most
notably, on August 20, 2024, the Supreme
Court overturned a controversial Calcutta
HC ruling that acquitted a man in a
POCSO case involving a 14-year-old girl,
reaffirming that POCSO does not
recognise ‘consensual sex’ with minors.
Yet, later invoking Article 142
(extraordinary jurisdiction), the top court
declined to impose a sentence despite
conviction, noting the girl did not view
the incident as a crime and had suffered
more from the legal process than the act
itself, but it also stated that the judgment
should not be treated as precedent.

More recently, on August 19, 2025, in a
hearing of a case at the SC, Justice BV.
Nagarathna observed that romantic
relationships between persons on the
verge of majority age should be seen
differently. “Look at the trauma the girl
undergoes if she loves a boy and he is sent
to jail, because her parents would file a
POCSO case to cover the elopement”,
Justice Nagarathna observed.

The road ahead
While reducing the age of consent is
within the jurisdiction of Parliament, the
SC must step in to clarify the growing
interpretational divide between the
statutory framework and HC rulings,
ensuring consistency for investigating
agencies and lower courts alike.
Moreover, laws alone cannot address the
layered and complex realities of
adolescent life. For real impact, we need a
holistic approach with access to
comprehensive sex education, respect for
young people’s autonomy, accessible
sexual and reprcducuve hea](h services,
and la

the ional maturity to c dits

dialogue around sex

relationships, and consent, rather than
blanket criminalisation, which often leads
to misuse. In many Western democracies,
the consent age is 16, with safeguards
against coercion and abuse. Countries like
the UK., Canada, and several EU nations

Parliament has consistently rejected
proposals to lower the age of consent.
The Justice Verma Committee had
recommended keeping it at 16 under IPC
Section 375, but Parliament chose to raise
it to 18 in 2013, aligning with the POCSO

recognise ‘close-i ions or the

‘Romeo-Juliet clause ensuring that
teenagers in consensual relationships
with slightly older peers are not
criminalised.

The challenge
However, there are genuine concerns on
reducing the age of consent. Many believe
that such a move would risk weakening
the deterrent framework, enabling
trafficking and other forms of child abuse
under the guise of consent. The current
“bright-line rule” — which treats all
individuals under 18 as incapable of
consenting to sexual activity — reflects a
clear legislative intent to create an
unambiguous zone of protection for
minors under the POCSO Act and BNS.
This rule avoids subjective judgments by
replacing them with an objective,
consistent standard. Individuals against
reducing the age of consent acknowledge
that courts may exercise “guided judicial
discretion” in isolated cases involving

i ips, but

k. The 240th Report of the
Parliamentary Standing Committee on
Human Resource Development (2011)
rejected recognising minor consent in the
POCSO Bill, stating that willingness or
maturity was legally |rrelevam Similarly,
the 167th Report of the Par

enforcemen[ and above all, a social
ecosystem that supports adolescents,
especially girls, when they find
themselves at odds with their families.
Data from studies like Enfold paint a
clear picture — there are too many cases,
which stem from consensual romance,
that are often weaponised by
disapproving parents, which clog courts
and erodes trust in the system without
addressing root issues like poor sex
education or cultural taboos around
dating. The real challenge involves not
merely ing whether the age of

y
Standing Committee on Home Affairs
(2012) supponed ralsmg the ageto. 18and

consent should remain 18 or fall back to
|6 bu! how the law can be recalibrated to

opposed any ‘cle -age
Most recen!ly, the Law C ission’s

h genuine adolescent
from ones. A

283rd Report (2023) on the age of consent
warned that reducing the age of consent
would render POCSO a “paper law”,
undermining efforts to combat child
marriage, prostitution, and trafficking.

Legal opinions
Time and again, courts have faced the
tough task of upholding the letter of the
law while recognising that its application,
in some cases, can inflict real harm on
those it seeks to protect. In State versus
Hitesh (2025), the Delhi High Court (HC)
held that “...societal and legal views on
love should the

they caution against codifying such
exceptions in law.

More worryingly, child exploitation
often occurs by individuals in positions of
trust, such as family members,
neighbours, teachers, and caregivers; a

rights of young individuals to engage in
romantic relationships that are free from
exploitation and abuse.... The law should
evolve to acknowledge and respect these
relationships, as long as they are
consensual and free from coercion.”

wholesale reduction risks diluting child
protection, yet the current blanket rule
unjustly criminalises young people
navigating consensual intimacy.

Instead of a blanket reduction that
could open doors to predators disguising
coercion as consent, we need a pragmatic
tweak: introduce ‘close-in-age’
exemptions for 16-18-year-olds, say within
a3-4 year gap, coupled with mandatory
judicial reviews to sniff out any foul play,
while ramping up school programs on
healthy relationships, consent, and
emotional resilience. This way, we
honour adolescent autonomy without
gutting protections, and build a
framework where kids learn to navigate
love safely, reducing misuse of the law
and fostering a more empathetic society.

Kartikey Singh is a lawyer based in New
Delhi.

THE GIST

v

In recent years, the debate
over the age of consent has
intensified, particularly due to
asurge in POCSO cases
involving adolescents aged
16-18, where the girl often
testifies to ‘consensual sex’.

v

An Enfold study analysing
7,064 POCSO judgments
(2016-2020) across Assam,
Maharashtra, and West Bengal
found that 24.3% of them
involved romantic
relationships, with 82% of
victims in such cases refusing
to testify against the accused.

v

However, there are genuine
concerns on reducing the age
of consent. Many believe that
such a move would risk
weakening the deterrent
framework, enabling trafficking
and other forms of child abuse
under the guise of consent.

Should the age of consent be lowered?

T JgUfd D AT HH DI W1 Aled?

o While some argue that the current law criminalises consensual relationships among
adolescents, others warn that lowering the age could undermine protections against child
explontatlon

Tl & AT ad od & 1 IaHH B FPRIRT & o Wenafa smemia Taell B SroRTy §41 a1
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This debate comes amid rising POCSO cases, highlighting a growing conflict between
adolescent autonomy and the need to safeguard vulnerable minors.

I8 989 dad gU Uiad HIHE! & did ITAA 3MTs §, off fhRIR) @1 Iarawdr 3R FHR
AT Y YREM BT SMAIHAT & §1d IGd SHRIG B IR Bl 8 |

Misuse of POCSO and the Debate on Age of Consent

TR & GEUANT 3R qgufa B 3y IR 989

On January 10, the Supreme Court (SC), in its judgment in State of Uttar Pradesh versus
Anurudh & Anr., acknowledged the growing misuse of the Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences Act (POCSO0), 2012 in consensual, romantic adolescent relationships,
where one party is a minor.

10 SIERt B JHIH BIE (SC) - W ATE IR UG TN ¥ 9 39 A1 § Ig WHR
fosa fob aTer AT STy TR&0T SfUfEw (POCSO0), 2012 &1 Weafa smutRa fr=iv 9a
et & IgaT o gUANT 5l 36T &, 6l U U&l ATIeRT 51l & |

It urged the Union government to initiate corrective measures to exempt genuine
adolescent relationships from the special child protection law’s rigorous application.

3T - Bg WIPR Y 3T (51 fd 98 GUYRTHAS BeH IB1T, difds ardfde fh=IR et ol
39 ARy 16 TREVT S & HSIR YART I J16R 34T off 9 |

This has revived the debate on the ‘age of consent’.

T8 AT P MY R 759 R A AT &1 77 B

The Legal Framework

BT e

The age of consent refers to the legally defined age at which an individual can consent to
sexual activity.

Heufa 1 Mg 3T S w0 I Fufkd 30 &) awid 8, e a1 1% afed a9 J6et & forg
HeHfd & gl 6

In India, it is currently 18 years, as established by the gender-neutral POCSO Act.
YR & T8 1Y addH & 18 a9 ¢, o affre-dewy et siftfaraw 3 fuffea fasan g1
Anyone below this age is classified as a “child”, making their consent to sexual acts legally
irrelevant.

3 3T ¥ HH 1 o Afdd “qr=ar T o 8, oY S9@! A Wgafd S U/
YTIRIE B I B

Consequently, sexual acts with minors are treated as “statutory rape”, based on the legal
presumption that children lack the capacity to give valid consent.

, AETRRT & W1 O Hdl Bl “AUTS TATHR” AT STl &, TP BT T8
AT § 7 o= 9y Tegrfa 33 o wem e 8|

Section 19 of the POCSO Act mandates that any person who suspects or has knowledge of
an offence under the Act, whether likely to occur or already committed, must report it to the
local police or the Special Juvenile Police Unit.

e sftfraw # ¥R 19 T8 sifard ot B 6 afe fneh safda o) 59 sififoom & @ga fedt
SRTY DT JTRIPT B! T 3BT WA 8, T3 I8 oI ardl ol AT 51 b1 71, a1 I8 VI gfera a1
v fr=m gfery g8 &1 STt gam 0 grf|

Criminal Law Reforms and the 18-Year Threshold

STRTRIF HT GUR 3R 18 af Ft Wfrwm

The 18-year threshold was firmly cemented in the broader criminal law framework by the
Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 2013.

18 af &Y a1 &) TS MRS FHTH o1d | ATRIRIG ST (=N rRfraw, 2013
SRT TedTl ¥ R4 foar |
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This Act notably amended, among others, Section 375 of the Indian Penal Code (IPC),
which defines rape and, until 2012, had set the age of consent at 16 years.

29 fIfgH A faRiy U ¥ URd ¢ Jfedr (IPC) &1 YRT 375 T IRMeH fdhar, S §ATPR &I
RUTIYE Rt § 3R 2012 I Tgdfa &Y Mg 16 99 Feiia FHat ot

The amendments, aimed at strengthening laws related to sexual offences against women,
aligned IPC’s Section 375 with the 18-year age stipulated in POCSO, thereby ensuring
comprehensive protection against child sexual abuse.

Tfgarel & favg O SruRTe T i B! o) Aoigd B & I W fobT 7T 37 F=net
IPC B YRT 375 B! M & FuffRa 18 o &t 3mg & sy o= fan, o/ a1a A= =Mwor &
fIvg S qRam g g5

The Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), 2023, retained this position: Section 63 defines rape
to include sexual acts with or without consent if the woman is under 18.

YRT =UTg WfEar (BNS), 2023 7 41t 7€) Rufy sTw Tt B, Sfef 4T 63 & 3r9R afe Afgar
18 g A HH § A1 YA & 1Y AT 91 T T 9 g Hf TaahR &t 9ot 7 317d 5|

Historical Evolution of the Age of Consent

Tgafa ot g &1 AagTiae faem

Historically, India’s age of consent has evolved significantly — from 10 years under the 1860
IPC to 12 under the Age of Consent Act, 1891, then 14, and subsequently 16 until POCSO
raised it to 18 in 2012.

LRI U § YRd H Tgafd &t 3y & 987 uRad= g3 g — 1860 &1 IPC T 10 96 I =
R, 1891 F TeHfa Mg uffraw o 12 af, R 14, $iR a1g & 16 o, o9 aa b 2012 &
Gt A 39 Sgra 18 a¥ T8 A faa|

Importantly, the age of consent is distinct from the ‘minimum age of marriage’, which under
the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006, is 18 for females and 21 for males.
Teayul ¥ 0 ¥, Ggufd @t 31g &I ‘faarg It qAad AR I 3T GO 11 A1, S a1ed
faare vy sifffaw, 2006 & dgd wfgensit & i 18 adf oik goul & forw 21 af fFRaffka g1

Arguments in Favour

e § db

In recent years, the debate over the age of consent has intensified, particularly due to a
surge in POCSO cases involving adolescents aged 16—18, where the girl often testifies to
“consensual sex”.

BT & vl § HeHfd BT Mg R 769 v gs 2, fay U J 16-18 a¢ & BRI ¥ IS POCSO
AE! & SEIad & HRUI, ST 5B HRR “HEHld & WaY” 3 T It B

Advocates for lowering the age of consent argue that the current law fails to recognise
adolescent sexuality, infringing on the autonomy of 16-18-year-olds capable of giving
mature consent.

Teafd Bt g Te & JHYH! &1 Bl ¢ [ el FTH fe=iR e & 78 ugarar sik
16-18 T & ATl B AT BT Icerg HT ©, S URUS TgAfd o & qed g
Underscoring the POCSO Act’s intent, they emphasise that it was designed to prevent child
sexual abuse, not to criminalise consensual romantic relationships among older
adolescents.

it SfRIfFraw o w2 &1 Xdifehd B §U I FEd § b T8 a1 i MW7 A & o S
T o, 7 o 93 PRl & agAfa-emerd U\ Tdee o 3RTY 38 & |

Reflecting the ground realities of “adolescent sexual behaviour”, the NFHS-4 (2015-16)
shows that 11% of girls had their first sexual experience before age 15, and 39% before 18.
“fHRMR AT FIGR” HI THH ghidhd fedld §€ NFHS-4 (2015-16) ITd & [ 11% TSiBal
T Ugal A 3Hd 15 a9 T Ugd 3R 39% 1 18 T8 I Ugd gl

An Enfold study analysing 7,064 POCSO judgments (2016-2020) across Assam,
Maharashtra, and West Bengal found that 24.3% of them involved romantic relationships,
with 82% of victims in such cases refusing to testify against the accused.
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TIBITS A9 H S/ ¥H, HERTY 3R Ui S71a & 7,064 Uiawl fofdl (2016-2020) 31
farzereroT foram mman, forgs aran T4t 6 24.3% AHa § U HaY ¥ 3R T Al # 82% Hifsdl A
3HfIRgerd o RIATH TTaTet & U SHR foba|

Another Enfold—Project 39A study of 264 cases under Section 6 of POCSO in the same
States found that 25.4% of them involved consensual relationships.

St A1 T TIwics-Ioiae 39A & 264 HIHG! & 31e0d+ H, Sl UYal D1 URT 6 & Sifd 2,
25.4% AT Agdfd-meTiid Saei ¥ I3 9T M|

Therefore, many advocate for a more nuanced legal approach, one that respects the
consent of those over 16 while ensuring safeguards against coercion, exploitation, or
abuse of authority.

T B AN U TS Hgferd BT fFBI0 ST IH1ed Hd &, ol 16 T A HUR & garsit
DT A BT T HX AR 1Y g gaTa, M1 AT T & GOUANT O JR& gAfdd e

They call for shifting the conversation towards informed, open dialogue around sex
education, relationships, and consent, rather than blanket criminalisation, which often
leads to misuse.

3 959 DI O e, Jadf iR Jgafa W JRa 9 Ga "arg o 3R d I &I §1d HRd 6,
o qdeardt TR B} 3R, ST SRR GEUANT B! o T B

In many Western democracies, the consent age is 16, with safeguards against coercion
and abuse.

%3 iy} deaa § Tgafd &1 g 16 99 €, SR J81 gaTa 9 MU I RIeT® JRe wrayr oft
gl

Countries like the U.K., Canada, and several EU nations recognise “close-in-age”
exemptions or the “Romeo-Juliet clause”, ensuring that teenagers in consensual
relationships with slightly older peers are not criminalised.

g.&., FTST 3R H3 WRIUIT WY < “HA-3T Sarg” A1 “AfN-Sferae Frer” &1 a1
23 €, dIfp IS v TIfdat & a1y geHfa-mumid Rzal § feiRl o7 srRredt 7 s=man s

The Challenge

However, there are genuine concerns on reducing the age of consent. Many believe that such
a move would risk weakening the deterrent framework, enabling trafficking and other
forms of child abuse under the guise of consent. ]
BT, TgA BT M TeH &I A aRdas fiard +t §1 w3 @ Ard 8 i SO fFar® era
PHSR TS 3R AT D1 3M1S H dEp I 37 YHR & dTe YU B a1 fid Teba ¢
The current “bright-line rule” — which treats all individuals under 18 as incapable of
consenting to sexual activity — reflects a clear legislative intent to create an unambiguous
zone of protection for minors under the POCSO Act and BNS.
et «xuy Har fFraw — St 18 o @ w0 3t ) 919 Teufa 33 | siem Tar § — dieRat
gﬁrﬁwaﬁ? BNS & T&d TSI o Q7T Ueh Y HR&TUT &5 §7 o1 faumd} w=m ol q=ifen

|
This rule avoids subjective judgments by replacing them with an objective, consistent
standard.
Tg from safeaurs fofal & saor te axgfag ik wa e Rifid axar 3|
Individuals against reducing the age of consent acknowledge that courts may exercise
“guided judicial discretion” in isolated cases involving consensual adolescent relationships,
but they caution against codifying such exceptions in law.
Tgafd B 31g geH & faRidt 7 § % sered o faviy umat & «uriefRia =nfie faas”
%H%TW%, Afs1 3 TY SfUarel &l B § SNUaTR® &9 & AT R & RA® Idranit

I

More worryingly, child exploitation often occurs by individuals in positions of trust, such as
family members, neighbours, teachers, and caregivers; a 2007 study by the Ministry of
Women and Child Development found that over 50% of abusers were known to the child.

3R ot fRiaoe g {5 are YT 3RR YR & ugf )R 98 A — oY TRaR & Je,
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e, Rrere ol T@UTaHat — gRI giaT o; WiRen Ud a1a fasry varaa & 2007 &
ey § U T fh 50% A 3fe s 9= 9 S A

In such cases, children often lack the emotional independence or capacity to resist or report
abuse, making any claim of consent meaningless.

T Al H gl | SR HTGHTHS ¥aaadl J1 faRlY 9 Rierid & o1 &dl el s, foed
TegHfd BT HIg i grar = 8 Srar |

Diluting the law would legitimise coercion, suppress disclosures, and contradict the
constitutional and statutory commitment to protecting children’s best interests.

BT B HHSIR BT STaRGKIT DY Y T, GATH! DI SATE, 3R T & WG fgal B!
& & FauTfe 9 e Joew & faudia grm|

Lowering the age would also risk encouraging younger children to engage in sexual activity
prematurely, without the emotional maturity to comprehend its ramifications.

3T UM I $H IU & Il § TG Ugd I TfAfaferal &1 serar e &1 @avt i g,
Safer 374 395 URUITHY 1G9 &1 HIGATHS URUSHdT 78 gl

P.arliamentary and Expert Opinion

Parliament has consistently rejected proposals to lower the age of consent.
e A A BT 3 YT & URATA! & AR W1 5T g1

The Justice Verma Committee had recommended keeping it at 16 under IPC Section 375,
but Parliament chose to raise it to 18 in 2013, aligning with the POCSO framework.

o qat |fafa A 1PC $t URT 375 & d5d 4 16 TH T i RGN ST o, difd ¥ag A
2013 ¥ 30 dgrdv 18 Iy o faa, o g Wiax) @fa & 34U g T |

The 240th Report of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Human Resource
Development (2011) rejected recognising minor consent in the POCSO Bill, stating that
willingness or maturity was legally irrelevant.

UHa SaTeH Ao W Swdta R aftifa o1 2404t Raid (2011) 2 vl fadas o
ATaTfenT Y A P 7T 37 ¥ $HR fhar 3R w8 i 351 a1 uRusdr S U &
RIS 7

Similarly, the 167th Report of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Home Affairs
(2012) supported ra|smg the age to 18 and opposed any “close-in-age” exemption.

34 TR, e "Il W ST wirdt afifa o1 1674 e (2012) 3 3mg 18 9¢ A BT
T o iR feft off “p8eft-37 3ryare” o1 faviy fa

Most recently, the Law Commission’s 283rd Report (2023) on the age of consent warned
that reducing the age would render POCSO a “paper law”, undermining efforts to combat
child marriage, prostitution, and trafficking.

gTa g1 , faftr s #t 283dt R (2023) = Iarat € for wgafd &1 oy gem I W
“HTTS BT T ST 3R 1 faarg, IzAgiy 9 awpt & Rars Tary HHeiR g |

Legal Opinions

Time and again, courts have faced the tough task of upholding the letter of the law while
recognising that its application, in some cases, can inflict real harm on those it seeks to
protect.

TR-GR 3(ETAd! P BT B eGRT: TS §1Y IGd U UG WIHR BRI UST 8 fob IHbT
VRN & IR 36! ANl &I ARaAfd® JHA Ugdl odl 8, oI a8 a9 & fore s 8|

In State versus Hitesh (2025), the Delhi High Court held that “...societal and legal views on
adolescent love should emphasise the rights of young individuals to engage in romantic
relationships that are free from exploitation and abuse.... The law should evolve to
acknowledge and respect these relationships, as long as they are consensual and free from
coercion.”

e g9 2w (2025) A feeeh S =umared 3 &el %« fFR 00 W I ok ST
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=PIv 1 T8 gar Afadl & SRSRT IR §R o1 23T, S 2Muor ofk gafaeR 4 9o 0H
et § X5 Fb..... BT DI [AHRIG g1 AT dlfh a8 TH Hafell &l Al ¢ 3TN I HY,
% J eHfd-muTid iR gara | god §i 1"

Similarly, the Bombay High Court in Ashik Ramjaii Ansari versus State of Maharashtra
(2023) held that sexual autonomy includes both the ‘right to engage’ in consensual activity
and the ‘right to protection’ from sexual aggression, and that recognising both is key to
respecting human sexual dignity.

S0 TRE, SRS IHS ART T HERTY 4 (2023) H 914 3= YRTe A A4 & a9
W § 9edfa 9§ Ya 99 &1 <SfUST 3R IH SMhTHdGh T I JIREHT BT S 1
M &, SR S G B AT &A1 JIFG A TIRHAT & T & T ST ¢

However, in Mohd. Rafayat Ali versus State of Delhi, the Delhi High Court asserted that
“consent is legally immaterial” under POCSO if the victim is under 18.

Afer AgwIg Ywrad Sielt 9 feett 3o & fewelt 9= =amarera 2 &gt 9 i difsd 18 adf
I3 & d Wil & dgd “TgATd BT U F MRS B

Most notably, on August 20, 2024, the Supreme Court overturned a controversial Calcutta
High Court ruling that had acquitted a man in a POCSO case involving a 14-year-old girl,
reaffirming that POCSO does not recognise ‘consensual sex’ with minors.

IR =T Y 20 AT 2024 T THH DI 7 APl S YATAT & I AqCRUG BT B
yae fear, w14 affa ot @ IS Nt A & sifiged & 93 fo5ar mar o1, iR greRm
o Uil ATSTTRAT & |TY WAt A Haer B J=IdT g1 ol

Yet, later invoking Article 142 (extraordinary jurisdiction), the top court declined to impose
a sentence despite conviction, noting that the girl did not view the incident as a crime and had
suffered more from the legal process than the act itself, but also stated that the judgment
should not be treated as precedent.

iR ot aTe A argde 142 (MR &=1frer) o1 wah ®3d §U Y serad 3 Suiifg &
FIAS[G TSN o I SHR R 31, T8 Hed gU fob ASH! A UeT Bl SURTY gt T 3R 3 W
DA Y 3PS BT Ufshar ¥ BV g, Afcb gz Wi Ty fosar fob 39 g &1 efR =18t arn
e|

More recently, on August 19, 2025, during a hearing in the Supreme Court, Justice B.V.
Nagarathna observed that romantic relationships between persons on the verge of majority
age should be seen differently.

BT 81 & 19 3T 2025 H! G B &1 YRS & SR raygfd ot d. AR 3 FE fs
TIRRT 819 FY geeliel WR WS garsi & st O Taelf BT e =P § a1 S =nfeu|

“Look at the trauma the girl undergoes if she loves a boy and he is sent to jail, because her
parents would file a POCSO case to cover the elopement,” Justice Nagarathna observed.

“RIT, ASH! P o1 HTUTA T USdl 8, 919 96 (bl Aod o UH Bl & 3R IdP HIdl-
m@%ﬁﬁ%%ﬁﬁwhﬁwéﬁ%ﬁ?m@aww%ﬁw
ATRET A BT

The Road Ahead
3R T I

While reducing the age of consent is within the jurisdiction of Parliament, the Supreme
Court must step in to clarify the growing interpretational divide between the statutory
framework and High Court rulings, ensuring consistency for investigating agencies and
lower courts alike.

STET TEHfd B 3T T WG F ARIBR & 7 3, I8 A BN &) S ard R 3=
AT & Bl & s Sgd ARSI 3R B WY BT 1, dlich Sid Talrdl 3R
frreht erqrerdl # weweuar o 3 |

Moreover, laws alone cannot address the layered and complex realities of adolescent life.
TP 3ANd], Had BT o [HRR St Bt dgeasiy iR wfed arafawarsit 1 7€ gasn
eI

For real impact, we need a holistic approach with access to comprehensive sex
education, respect for young people’s autonomy, accessible sexual and reproductive
health services, gender-sensitive and responsive law enforcement, and above all, a social
ecosystem that supports adolescents, especially girls, when they find themselves at odds
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ith their families.

WWI el%{i%?ﬁqsﬁwﬁ@aﬁwm%u%ﬂﬁwﬁqﬁwnw&ﬁﬁmm

WM, YaH A T TS WA a1, ARS-Gae=ia S Tac iR Ty dedh? 9

gmﬁamﬁﬁwe‘r\—rﬁm ot asfed!, ﬁwm%mammﬁwﬁ
|

Data from studies like Enfold paint a clear picture — there are too many cases that stem from
consensual romance, often weaponised by disapproving parents, clog courts and erode
trust in the system without addressing root issues like poor sex education or cultural
taboos around dating.

TAPIES SN 37e0g-! & 3fidhs WY Hd & & 9gd @ AT Ferfa-mumd 9 J Iusd &,
fOrg SR SRTgHfd ¥+ aTal ATT-faT R a1 A €, ST Sigrad 4R il § SR yomat
wmg%ﬁm% Safe HHER I e 3R &1 R Hivpfas aei—rd S ga 48,
31 GE) I

The real challenge involves not merely analysing whether the age of consent should remain
18 or fall back to 16, but how the law can be recalibrated to distinguish genuine adolescent
relationships from exploitative ones.

SR I Hadt T8 a7 HAT LT & b TeHld B 3117 18 I3 7 16 &Y, T(eh Tg § & B Bl
&Y g gferd forar o arfes aRafae iR et ofR Muurer Tae § % far o 9 |
A wholesale reduction risks diluting child protection, yet the current blanket rule unjustly
criminalises young people navigating consensual |nt|macy

T8 TRE 31T G ATe TREIUT Bl HFHSR HR Thdl §, e Hiolal gaaardt e Jgufa-
TR FAdedT &) T are garsit & atqmtgvfaﬂﬁm‘zﬂwém%

Instead of a blanket reduction that could open doors to predators disguising coercion as
consent, we need a pragmatic tweak: introduce ‘close-in-age’ exemptions for 16-18-year-
olds, say within a 3—4 year gap, coupled with mandatory judicial reviews to sniff out any
foul play.

Tdomft geard & IO, St Jgafd Bt 31S B Ry & g Ik @i <, 88 U6 ATagIG
FYR T1Y: 16-18 T & Far3fi & oL ‘BIa1-3Y Udre’ AN fHT S, S 3—-4 I & 3R
TP, 3R Iy § Siferard =arie JHten g1 aifes [t ot Teas! &l usst o1 U |
At the same time, there must be a push to ramp up school programmes on healthy
relationships, consent, and emotional resilience.

Y ), Wl H W YaHl, Ggufa iR UIaTd® gedl IR STAHHl B Heigd foaT ST
By

This way, we honour adolescent autonomy without gutting protections, and build a
framework where children learn to navigate love safely, reducing misuse of the law and
fostering a more empathetic society.

39 RE gH fPR WrmrdT &1 G H B3 3R TR0 & SR BT f5mT U1 gian s
el = U1 & GRIGT U A THH G, BT & SUANT & HH! 3T 3R Th HH
HagTeie FH o Rid 81|
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%5 B9 & TR BIe 9% Ugd dredl @
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TR TATHR AR & AR 314 & 91¢ HId & (AU DI giera A
ARwR fan

3. | Arbitration Council of India yet to be constituted

YR XAl URYS BT 3+ aF TS T8t
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W%ﬁmﬁw REwieed] &1 Gt & AT B Al S [T CIC BT
L)
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AP P T8 HeuT

Centre seeks access to phone source codes

Tech firms object to the proposed ‘vulnerability
analysis’ standards proposed by the Union govt.

Reuters
NEW DELHI
he Centre is consi-
Tderi.ng legally im-
posing a set of re-
quirements for

smartphone makers in In-
dian markets as part of a
raft of “security mea-
sures”, prompting behind-
the-scenes opposition
from tech giants such as
Apple and Samsung.

Among the most sensi-
tive requirements for “vul-
nerability analysis” in the
new Indian Telecom Secur-
ity Assurance Require-
ments, drafted in 2023, is
access to source code — the
underlymg programming
instructions that make
phones work and closely
guarded by the manufac-
turers.

Centre seeks access to phone source codes

This will be analysed
and possibly tested at de-
signated Indian labs, the
documents show. Apple
had declined China’s re-
quest for its source code
between 2014 and 2016,
and U.S. law enforcement
has also tried and failed to
getit.

The proposals require
automatic and periodic
malware scanning on
phones and storing of re-
cords of a phone’s activi-
ties in the device for at
least one year.

IT Ministry and tech ex-
ecutives are due to meet on
Tuesday for more discus-
sions, sources said.

“Any legitimate con-
cerns of the industry will
be addressed with an open
mind,” IT Secretary S.
Krishnan said, adding it

Surveillance

The Centre revoked an order mandating a cyber
safety app, Sanchar Saathi, on phones last month

tools

The Indian Telecom Security Assurance Requirements
propose 83 security standards including source code
disclosure for smartphone manufactures in Indian markets

'.“ .“.ﬂ

= Background permission restriction:
Apps cannof access cameras, micro-
phones or location services in the

background when phones are inactive

m One-year log retention: Devices must
store security audit logs for 12 months

-' ko |o

~ | = Periodic malware scanning: Phones

must automatically scan and identify
potentially harmful applications

Gray area: Tech
companies say the
proposal lacks any
global precedent.

= Informing govt. of major updates:
Phone makers must notify a govt. body
before releasing any major updates or
security patches

s “premature to read
more into it”.

Tech companies have
countered that the package
of 83 security standards,
which will include a re-

quirement to alert the go-
vernment to major soft-
ware updates, lacks any
global precedent and risks
revealing proprietary de-
tails, according to four pe-

% BIF & IR FIs 9% UgT d1gar &

Tech firms object to the proposed ‘vulnerability analysis’ standards proposed by the
Union govt.

i WRPR §RT WRAIdd ‘ulnerability analysis’ AT®] U ¢ HUE] D ST

e The Centre revoked an order mandating a cyber safety app, Sanchar Saathi, on phones last
month

ople familiar with the dis-
cussions and a Reuters
review of confidential go-
vernment and industry
documents.

Indian government re-
quirements have irked
technology firms before.
Last month the Centre re-
voked an order mandating
a state-run cyber safety
app, Sanchar Saathi, on
phones amid concerns ov-
er surveillance.

The new proposal is
part of Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi’s efforts to
boost security of user data
as online fraud and data
breaches increase in the
world’s second-largest
smartphone market, with
nearly 750 million phones.

Manufacturers will also
have to make software
changes under the require-

ments to allow pre-in-

stalled apps to be unin-

stalled and to block apps

from using cameras and

microphones in the back-

ground to “avoid malicious
e”.

Device makers will have
to inform the National
Centre for Communication
Security about major soft-
ware updates and security
patches before releasing
them to users, and the
centre will have the right to
test them.

Tech companies Apple,
Samsung, Google, and
Xiaomi, and the Manufac-
turers’” Association for In-
formation Technology
(MAIT) did not respond to
requests for comment.

However, MAIT had
asked the Ministry last
‘week to drop the proposal,

Apple declined Chinese attempts to access code;
and U.S. law enforcement also tried and failed

a source with direct know-
ledge said.

“This [source code re-
view and analysis] is not
possible... due to secrecy
and privacy,” MAIT had
said in a confidential docu-
ment drafted in response
to the government propo-
sal, and seen by Reuters.
“Major countries in the EU,
North America, Australia,
and Africa do not mandate
these requirements.”
MAIT’s document says reg-
ular malware scanning sig-
nificantly drains a phone’s
battery and seeking go-
vernment approval for
software updates is “im-
practical” as they need to
be issued promptly.

“There is not enough
room on device to store 1-
year log events,” MAIT said
in the document.
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%ﬁmﬁﬁ@ﬁuﬁuﬂ?m Sanchar Saathi ITSaR JR&T VT B AR HIA a7 TG IT0H o

Apple declined Chinese attempts to access code; and U.S. law enforcement also tried and
failed

Apple - 99 GRT HIS % Ugd & YA &I [N haT; 3R MRS S vad= Toifay 7
ft PR B SR s awa It

The Centre is considering legally imposing a set of requirements for smartphone makers in
Indian markets as part of a raft of “security measures”, prompting behind-the-scenes
opposition from tech giants such as Apple and Samsung.

&G YR IORI & HIEH A fafarst & “security measures” & dgd W’fﬁ RS @f
TIGHATY AN HRA W IR HR TeT 8, oI Apple 3R Samsung a@%WWW
E F I ﬁmar RG]

Among the most sensitive requirements for “vulnerability analysis” in the new Indian
Telecom Security Assurance Requirements, drafted in 2023, is access to source code —

the underlying programming instructions that make phones work and closely guarded by the
manufacturers.

2023 ¥ dOR %QTI'Q U Indian Telecom Security Assurance Requirements "
“vulnerability analysis” D TN Fdg-RITd ATIRIHATSA H source code TH ugd MA S —
Sl W1 o <Iel aTel 1 T i gl € $TR i fmiar <t JRan # v@d §

This will be analysed and possibly tested at designated Indian labs, the documents show.
GG & TR, THT fIRANUT foma STET 3R FHad: AT Indian labs B tRigror off fan

ST
Apple had declined China’s request for its source code between 2014 and 2016, and U.S.
law enforcement has also tried and failed to get it.

Apple 71 2014 3R 2016 F &7 A9 & 31U source code T UgT & SFRIY B GBI faT T,
3R MNP BT Yo woirr f 38 I H e w1

The proposals require automatic and periodic malware scanning on phones and storing of
records of a phone’s activities in the device for at least one year.

ATl # B R Weferd 3R Rafid malware scanning TUT B ot Tfafafray & Rpis o
FY Y HH TP a4 ad [Sarsy § YUS B &1 Al o

The IT Ministry and tech executives are due to meet on Tuesday for more discussions,
sources said.

T & 3R, IT Ministry 37R 3 SfRIGRY 3 @1 T=ial & 7T Hiraar & fiem ar €

“Any legitimate concerns of the industry will be addressed with an open mind,” IT Secretary
S. Krishnan said, adding it was “premature to read more into it”.

3T 1 faddt ot ae i ) ol 7 9 WS 3501 STEm,” IT Secretary S. Krishnan 3 &g,
3R \_rﬁ?:T & Eﬂﬁ “premature to read more into it” %

Tech companies have countered that the package of 83 security standards, which will
include a requirement to alert the government to major software updates, lacks any global
precedent and risks revealing proprietary details, according to four people familiar with the
discussions and a Reuters review of confidential government and industry documents.
Tfell § uRfd IR ATt SR MU TRBRY T I SXTAST B Reuters THIET & AR, TH
HUl 3 8T ¢ fF 83 security standards &1 I8 U, o9 99 FHedIR 3(UST &I THBRY
PR B T M % foat ot global precedent RS % 3R proprietary details & IR
B &1 SIfRaE e Rl §

Indian government requirements have irked technology firms before.

YR WBR $I At 4 ugd ot ah-d Huf-l &l AT foan §

Last month the Centre revoked an order mandating a state-run cyber safety app, Sanchar
Saathi, on phones amid concerns over surveillance.

fU3d 7E &% 7 surveillance B AHR RIA13T & g BT W IoT GRT Jfd TR JR&T TT
Sanchar Saathi & ARl B 1T M IUg o form

The new proposal is part of Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s efforts to boost security of user
data as online fraud and data breaches increase in the world’s second-largest smartphone
market, with nearly 750 million phones.

T Y19 gﬁm & second-largest smartphone market ff, ST TTHIT 750 million phones %
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AT URATSY 3R ST Il & T & g SUANTHT Sl B YR&T IgH & oY Prime
Minister Narendra Modi %uum‘rmi%w%

Manufacturers will also have to make software changes under the requirements to allow pre-
installed apps to be uninstalled and to block apps from using cameras and microphones in
the background to “avoid malicious usage”.

fafarstt & srazgmdst & ded AteddR § deard Yl & gl dife pre-installed apps C2l
BTN O b 3R U qgiﬂil T cameras and microphones &1 SUART & I JAh] S Tob
d1fd “avoid malicious usage” T ST T

Device makers will have to inform the National Centre for Communication Security about
maijor software updates and security patches before releasing them to users, and the centre
will have the right to test them.

fearg fAufaret & Swimadfsit & forg okt v | Ugd U ITedeR 3uSe 3R GR&m O &
SR ¥ National Centre for Communication Security &1 ﬁﬁlﬁ FAT BT, 3R Hg Bl 370
TR&(U1 X BT SHIYDBR ST

Tech companies Apple, Samsung, Google, and Xiaomi, and the Manufacturers’
Association for Information Technology (MAIT) did not respond to requests for comment.
TH Hu-al Apple, Samsung, Google, and Xiaomi, 3fR Manufacturers’ Association for
Information Technology (MAIT) q fewoht & &H\P{‘Eﬁ &1 Sd1d -To! 14l

However, MAIT had asked the Ministry last week to drop the proposal, a source with direct
knowledge said.

gTdifh, UIE SFBRI I@ dTdl T dId - gl fb MAIT A fUsd gtarg d31erd 3 39 Ud1d &l
09 T DI BT Ul

“This [source code review and analysis] is not possible... due to secrecy and privacy,” MAIT
had said in a confidential document drafted in response to the government proposal, and
seen by Reuters.

“Yg [source code review and analysis] 9Hd H?T% My-gdr 8k fordr & HRUI” MAIT 3
WHR & UG & a9 B dIR TH MY Gxrael & Hal, S/ Reuters T 3T

“Major countries in the EU, North America, Australia, and Africa do not mandate these
requirements.”

“EU, North America, Australia, and Africa & g9 GE g4 SMIIHAT3N Bl WT@‘TW
MAIT’s document says regular malware scanning significantly drains a phone’s battery and
seeking government approval for software updates is “impractical” as they need to be
issued promptly.

MAIT & SXTael & &gl T § fob Fafiid malware scanning Y B &I battery P! doll § TH
a@igx’rﬁ?ﬂm 3UST & foY TRBRY TR AT “impractical” § T 38 qid SIRT HRAT

“There is not enough room on device to store 1-year log events,” MAIT said in the document

5139 T 1-year log events & TR B3 & folT O S8 7Tel 8,” MAIT = G&I1aol H &gl
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Police arrest Kerala MLA after third
accusation of rape brought to light

The Hindu Bureau
PALAKEKADY
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

In a pre-dawn swoop, a
Kerala State Police Crime
Branch team searched a
hotel in Palakkad around
45 minutes past Saturday
midnight, and arrested Ra-
hul Mamkootathil, local
MLA, on charges of rape.

Officials said that a third
“me-too” disclosure, re-
ceived by Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan's office
and processed in secret by
the police over the past few
weeks, enabled investiga-
tors to legally bypass the
interim protection from ar-
rest that the MLA had ob-
tained from the High Court
in two comparable cases
registered last year.

The Crime Branch team
took Mr. Mamkootathil for

questioning to an armed
police camp in Pathanam-
thitta. Later, the police
produced the legislator be-
fore a local magistrate on
charges of rape, intimida-
tion, and coercing the vic-
tim to terminate her preg-
nancy. The magistrate
remanded him in judicial
custody till January 25.
Subsequently, the police
lodged Mr. Mamkootathil
in a sub-jail in Mavelikkara,
Alappuzha district, amid
aggressive street protests
by DYFI and BJP Yuva Mor-
cha leaders demanding the
MLA’s resignation.

The Kerala Assembly
Speaker has said that his
office would seek legal opi-
nion on the MLA’s disquali-
fication.

The latest case against
the MLA is based on a com-
plaint filed by a non-resi-

Rahul Mamkootathil

dent Keralite woman who
had befriended him on so-
cial media. In its FIR, the
Crime Branch accused Mr.
Mambkootathil of deceitful-
ly winning the victim’s
trust by appearing con-
cerned about her father’s
flagging health, her trou-
bled marriage, and ex-
pressing an intent to marry
her. The FIR stated that the

MLA had disowned her
gestating child and forced
her to terminate the
pregnancy.

The Crime Branch al-
leged that Mr. Mamkoo-
tathil financially exploited
the woman to purchase
branded clothing, an ex-
pensive watch, and to pay
a substantial advance for
his rental accommodation
in a high-end apartment in
Palakkad.

Speaker A.N. Sham-
sheer said his office would
seek a legal opinion to dis-
qualify Mr. Mamkootathil
from the Assembly. .

The Assembly’s Ethics
and Privileges Committee
will launch an investiga-
tion. An Assembly official
said the House might de-
bate a resolution demand-
ing Mr. Mamkootathil’s dis-
qualification. .

Police arrest Kerala MLA after third accusation of rape brought to light

gﬂﬁwm%ﬂmﬁm%mw&ﬁwﬁmﬁm

¢ In a pre-dawn swoop, a Kerala State Police Crime Branch team searched a hotel in

Palakkad around 45 minutes past Saturday midnight, and arrested Rahul Mamkootathil,
local MLA, on charges of rape.

H@_% @I WF&C ff, Kerala State Police Crime Branch &1 Tdh AW 9 Palakkad H 2GR &)
3eft I & 45 e 91¢ TH Sled Pt aamrh o 3R rape & 3RU H R MLA Rahul Mam
Kootathil &1 fIRUR foba

e Officials said that a third “me-too” disclosure, received by Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan’s office and processed in secret by the police over the past few weeks, enabled
investigators to legally bypass the interim protection from arrest that the MLA had obtained
from the High Court in two comparable cases registered last year.

HfUHIRAT = FET f& Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan’s office &1 U dIRIR “me-too”
disclosure, S fUSd & g & gfem A MU= 0 9§ Su1erd foan, A Siawarst &1 3=
interim protection from arrest A W T Y RABAR H | T&H J-1T, S fagmaes =
e 9u gol & GHH AT | High Court ¥ Tt b1 ot

e The Crime Branch team took Mr. Mamkootathil for questioning to an armed police camp in

Pathanamthitta.

Crime Branch @1 &1 8t Mi Kootathil &1 PELIES & foTT Pathanamthitta % T& armed police
camp AATE

e Later, the police produced the legislator before a local magistrate on charges of rape,
intimidation, and coercing the victim to terminate her pregnancy.
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dlq ff, Hf%lﬂ 3 s &) rape, intimidation, and coercing the victim to terminate her
pregnancy & IRTl 7 T T magistrate & qH+ U= foean

The magistrate remanded him in judicial custody till January 25.

ﬂﬁﬂ@ﬁ 9 3% 25 FHa d® judicial custody o O fear

Subsequently, the police lodged Mr. Mamkootathil in a sub-jail in Mavelikkara, Alappuzha
district, amid aggressive street protests by DYFI and BJP Yuva Morcha leaders demanding
the MLA'’s resignation.

9P §G, Hﬁ“lﬂ = 4t Mam Kootathil @1 Alappuzha district % Mavelikkara fd sub-jail &
@1, 8T DYFI iR BJP Yuva Morcha =d13if GRT MLA’s resignation @1 AT &l AR
THTAS TS TR gu

The Kerala Assembly Speaker has said that his office would seek legal opinion on the
MLA'’s disqualification.

Kerala Assembly Speaker 3 &gl fob 3@ ST MLAS disqualification UX legal
opinion

The latest case against the MLA is based on a complaint filed by a non-resident Keralite
woman who had befriended him on social media.

f3emI® & RIATH AT ITHE Th non-resident Keralite woman §RT &t [RIGIId TR SR
%, S/ 319 social media TR Gkl &1 ot

In its FIR, the Crime Branch accused Mr. Mamkootathil of deceitfully winning the victim’'s
trust by appearing concerned about her father’s flagging health, her troubled marriage, and
expressing an intent to marry her.

3T FIR H, Crime Branch = 4T Mi Kootathil TR 3/RIY &A1 fs 3514 Wif$ar o fUar ot
flagging health, 3YH! troubled marriage P! AR i femmer 3R 3T intent to marry
her SIATHR Y1d ¥ 3T fAYT Sitd

The FIR stated that the MLA had disowned her gestating child and forced her to
terminate the pregnancy.

FIR § %81 T ¢ fo faUmraes = 39 gestating child BT 30 J 396K 5T iR 39
pregnancy terminate A & forg HOGR fan
The Crime Branch alleged that Mr. Mamkootathil financially exploited the woman to
purchase branded clothing, an expensive watch, and to pay a substantial advance for his
rental accommodation in a high-end apartment in Palakkad.

Crime Branch = 3MRIY @1 fob & Mi Kootathil = Afg &1 financially exploited X
branded clothing, U® expensive watch, 3R Palakkad & Udh high-end apartment T ford
& TG & [oTU substantial advance &1 YT pdrT
Speaker A.N. Shamsheer said his office would seek a legal opinion to disqualify Mr.
Mamkootathil from the Assembly. .

Speaker A.N. Shamsheer 3 &gl fob 3@ Frafer o Map Kootathil Cal Assembly T 3y
TRH B forg legal opinion Sl
The Assembly’s Ethics and Privileges Committee will launch an investigation.

Assembly’s Ethics and Privileges Committee Ud investigation %aﬁ?ﬂ
An Assembly official said the House might debate a resolution demanding Mr.
Mamkootathil’s disqualification. .

TS Assembly official 5 &gT f TaT 4t Mam Kootathil @1 disqualification & TR & ardl
resolution UX dgY Y b dl %
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Arbitration
Council of
India yet to be
constituted

GS I1: Polity: Judiciary |

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

As many as six years after
the law was amended, the
Union government is yet to
constitute the Arbitration
Council of India to regulate
and promote institutional
arbitration in the country.

Senior officials in the
Union Law Ministry said it
took years for corporates
and public sector under-
takings to shun ad-hoc ar-
bitration and go for institu-
tional arbitration to settle
commercial disputes.

The proposed council is
mandated to regulate insti-
tutional arbitration. “But
when institutional arbitra-
tion has not taken shape in
India, who would the Arbi-
tration Council regulate?
Now it has taken shape,
and within this year, the
proposed council will be
set up,” an official said.

Former Union Law Se-
cretary P.K. Malhotra dis-
agreed.

“The provision for an in-
stitutional mechanism by
the Arbitration Council of
India was made by amend-
ing the Arbitration Act in
2019... The proposed coun-
cil has not yet been consti-
tuted. It is adversely affect-
ing efforts for making India
a hub of international arbi-
tration,” he said.

YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

9971932488

Arbitration Council of India yet to be constituted

YRATT AERAAT TR BT 3t aF TS 781

¢ As many as six years after the law was amended, the Union
government is yet to constitute the Arbitration Council of India to
regulate and promote institutional arbitration in the country.

BT | MY & B 99 916 +ff, < F institutional arbitration 1
fafafid ik deldl &+ & fdIT Union government 311 TF Arbitration
Council of India &1 76 g &R UTS §
¢ Senior officials in the Union Law Ministry said it took years for
corporates and public sector undertakings to shun ad-hoc
arbitration and go for institutional arbitration to settle commercial
disputes.

Union Law Ministry & gy ffYmIRal = el f% commercial
disputes & fFUeR & ﬁ'ﬂl corporates 3R public sector
undertakings P! ad-hoc arbitration @W institutional arbitration
3O B qul T Y
¢ The proposed council is mandated to regulate institutional
arbitration.

URdTfad GRS P institutional arbitration &1 [aHafd &34 &1 i@
i T g

¢ “But when institutional arbitration has not taken shape in India, who
would the Arbitration Council regulate? Now it has taken shape, and
within this year, the proposed council will be set up,” an official said.
“Tifdh S§ YR H institutional arbitration = 3THR &1 el [ordT T, Y
Arbitration Council {3 fafafiid #xar? 3@ a8 SMHR A IHT |, 3R
S Y 3 iR URATIad URYG 1 76 R &1 SITe,” T St A
el

e Former Union Law Secretary P.K. Malhotra disagreed.

od St Rafts Wit 0.3, Teat 3 SO St o

¢ “The provision for an institutional mechanism by the Arbitration
Council of India was made by amending the Arbitration Act in
2019... The proposed council has not yet been constituted. It is
adversely affecting efforts for making India a hub of international
arbitration,” he said.

“2019 H Arbitration Act H TXIYH B Arbitration Council of India &

H1e9H A U institutional mechanism &1 Uy fobam T o1 ydtfad

ufyg &1 3t de e H@E\HT %I g HRd @I international arbitration &1 &g g9 & YTl
&l Ufdgd TU § GHIRId B2 3818, ST Bel
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Four banks move CIC
against nod to disclose

NPAs, defaulters’ list

NEW DELHI

Four major banks — Bank
of Baroda, RBL Bank, Yes
Bank and State Bank of In-
dia — have approached the
CIC objecting to the disclo-
sure of information such as
the list of defaulters and
NPA, penalties and inspec-
tion reports, even as the
RBI termed the records
“liable to be disclosed” un-

der the RTI Act.
RTI applicants Dheeraj
Mishra, Vathiraj, Girish

Mittal and Radha Raman
Tiwari had filed separate
applications with the RBI,
seeking information, such
as the top 100 NPAs, willful
defaulters of Yes Bank, the
inspection report of the

SBI and RBL, and docu-
ments relating to a ¥4.34
crore monetary penalty
imposed following statuto-
ry inspection findings from
the Bank of Baroda, res-
pectively, among others.
These banks appealed
before the Central Infor-
mation Commission, after
the RBI found that the in-
formation sought by appli-
cants could be disclosed
under the provisions of the
RTI Act. Information Com-
missioner Khushwant
Singh Sethi referred the
matter to a larger bench of
the CIC to adjudicate on
the issues raised by the
banks. The banks claimed
that disclosing regulatory
information would harm
their commercial interests.

Four banks move CIC against nod to
disclose NPAs, defaulters’ list

IR 91 7 T, fewieesl &1 T &
@aﬁaﬁqﬁr%@wmc CARaC]

¢ Four major banks — Bank of Baroda, RBL Bank,
Yes Bank and State Bank of India — have
approached the CIC objecting to the disclosure of
information such as the list of defaulters and NPA,
penalties and inspection reports, even as the RBI
termed the records “liable to be disclosed” under the

RTI Act.

IR UID 9] — 9% ITh FSial, SRATT 9, T
I 3R We d@ 31w $fear — A fswiee:! ot g,
T, <3 3k FAfterr Rurd it FaAmeht & ga R
3Ry SATd U CIC &1 ¥ a1 €, Safd RBI A 37
RTgd &I RTI StfUfraw & d5d “Ude frg oM ok
AR B
¢ RTI applicants Dheeraj Mishra, Vathiraj, Girish
Mittal and Radha Raman Tiwari had filed separate
applications with the RBI, seeking information, such
as the top 100 NPAs, willful defaulters of Yes Bank,
the inspection report of the SBI and RBL, and
documents relating to a ¥4.34 crore monetary penalty
imposed following statutory inspection findings from
the Bank of Baroda, respectively, among others.

RTI 3! et fiym, ariRre, = fimra ik

YT THOT faart 3 RBI & U 3{eT- &m@nﬁmmmaﬁ&wow TSP &
SRR fEwieeR, SBI 3R RBL &1 e Rulé, aur 9@ 31T geier R durfe e
fSh YT & F1G T U 24.34 FS & HIfSD <8 I AId GxTaw ot SIabRt [l ot

e These banks appealed before the Central Information Commission, after the RBI found
that the information sought by applicants could be disclosed under the provisions of the RTI

Act.

S Sp! 3 HERT GIAT SATART & THE U HI, T RBI A TR b 3HTdedh! gRT AR 18
BRI RTI IR & gy & dgd Udhe P ol Jbdl g

e Information Commissioner Khushwant Singh Sethi referred the matter to a larger bench of
the CIC to adjudicate on the issues raised by the banks.

o1 Sgd GRIdd Rig ¥t A 9ol §R1 I8 TN e R FHfa & fow et 1 cic &t et
e &I dafiid fean

e The banks claimed that disclosing regulatory information would harm their commercial

interests.

da! A grar foran i et SIHeRt 1 garT 39 AT {4l &1 JH ugan|
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Reimagining delimitation

he southern States have
found that reducing
population growth and
improving health and
education have led to serious
disadvantages. The immediate
fallout is that the Finance
Commission (FC) has reduced
allocations to the south as
population size carries 50%
weight in the redistribution of
Union tax revenue among States.
The longer-term implication is
more serious: according to the
current proposals, the proportion
of seats will remain the same but
the gap in the absolute number of
seats will widen in the run up to
the 2029 elections, impacting
southern States. Delimitation will
be decided by a Delimitation
Commission (DC) before 2029.
Should the southern States be
punished for having invested
better in health and education that
helped reduce population growth,
by having their Lok Sabha seats
reduced and thereby losing
relative political and fiscal power?
Most of the population increase
since 1991 has happened in the
northern States, such as Bihar,
Uttar Pradesh, Jharkhand, Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh.

The possible solutions

The 84th Constitutional
Amendment (2001) on
delimitation has implications for
representation, and the south
needs to make its case urgently.
The 84th Amendment Act
extended the freeze on the
number of seats from 2000 to
2026. 1t stated, “Keeping in view
the progress of family planning
programmes in different parts of
the country, the government...
decided..., as a motivational
measure to enable State
governments to pursue the agenda
for population stabilisation,” that
Lok Sabha seats shall “remain
unaltered till the first census to be
taken after... 2026.”

That is why the Census was
delayed from 2021. The results are
now expected by October 2028,
after which the DC will be
constituted and its

P 98 HUAT

Santosh Mehrotra

Former Professar of
Economics, JNU, and
currently Visiting
Professor, Higher
School of Economics,
Moscow

The southern
States have no
choice but to
join hands
around the
Digressive
Proportionality
principle

recommendations announced,
ahead of the 2029 Lok Sabha
elections. Clearly, New Delhi
always had this strategy of
ensuring permanent power, by
controlling the northern, more
populous, States.

What are the solutions to
prevent the unfair outcomes of
delimitation to the south? Four
alternative methods are
conceivable. The first is to
increase the total number of Lok
Sabha seats, while retaining the
current proportional distribution
among States, using the 2011
Census as the basis. A
redistribution based on the 2011
population, with no State losing
seats, would result in a Lok Sabha
of about 866 members. This might
cause the least disruption. But it
still does not solve the problem of
States with higher population
growth gaining more MPs.

The second is to raise the total
number of Lok Sabha seats and
also introduce equality among
States in the Rajya Sabha (as is the
case in the U.S. Senate), with each
State having the same number of
seats — for example, 10 seats per
State — raising the total number of
Rajya Sabha seats from 245 to 290.
But the ruling party will oppose
this as it would interfere with its
goal of dominating the Lok Sabha.

The third is to raise the number
of seats in Vidhan Sabhas to
equalise representatives per 1,000
population for each State, leaving
the Lok Sabha intact. In a large,
federal country, this would
improve representation in more
populous States, particularly at
the State level. But the ruling party
will oppose this as well, since its
eyes are on the Lok Sabha.

The last is to raise the total
number of Lok Sabha seats, but
change current ratios so that 60%
of seats are allocated according to
population size and 40% depend
on efforts to reduce population
growth. This would benefit States
that have reduced their
population growth (using a
downward sliding scale). This
could be a united negotiating
position for the south.

Delimitation, Population Control and the Southern States

The southern States have found that reducing population growth and improving health

and education have led to serious disadvantages.

Sferoft Irsat 3 urn § o SeT gf o1 33 iR WA 9 fRram gura ¥ 3% iR

JHAM a1 IS @1 8|
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This is comparable to the
principle for representation of 27
member States to the European
Parliament (called the Digressive
Proportionality principle). It
ensures fair representation in
legislative bodies such as the EU
Parliament by giving larger
countries more seats but fewer per
person and giving smaller
countries fewer seats but more
representation per person. It
balances population size with state
equality to prevent total
domination by large nations. Itis a
compromise between pure
population proportionality (one
person, one vote) and equal
representation for all states. It
means a vote in a small country
has more weight than in a large
one.

The principle to be used

This will also rely on a principle
used in India by the FCs. The FCs
have had to deal with complaints
of unfairness: the legitimate
complaint by the southern States
is that they contribute the most,
but receive less over time from
each FC. To address this, FCs use
multiple criteria to allocate funds.
The first is income distance
(equity) (with 50% weight). This
means that States with lower
incomes receive higher transfers.
The second is population size,
which reflects the expenditure
needs of the States. Here, the FCs
have used either the 2011 Census
population to reflect current
needs or the 1971 population to
reward population control efforts.
So, if the FC, a constitutional body,
uses a method to reward
population control, why can’t the
DC? The third is demographic
performance. This rewards States
that have reduced fertility rates.
The fourth is tax efforts. The FC
rewards States that mobilise their
own tax revenues and thus
encourages responsible financial
management. The southern States
have no choice but to join hands
around the Digressive
Proportionality principle, and
build consensus before the Centre
constitutes the DC.

Page17



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

The immediate fallout is that the Finance Commission (FC) has reduced allocations to the
south as population size carries 50% weight in the redistribution of Union tax revenue
among States.

TUHT AlhIeIdh URUMH U8 g3 & foh famr oAt (Fe) 3 eféror o1 firem arer sided ger faan g,
i I & o Fg F B IO & JAGARU T TS BY 50% T 31 STl g |

The longer-term implication is more serious: according to the current proposals, the
proportion of seats will remain the same but the gap in the absolute number of seats will
widen in the run up to the 2029 elections, impacting southern States.
e gura ofiR oft TR §: Hiciel uRarat & SR Tiel ST 3uTd ot T I8, Afde
2029 & FATEl I Ugd el $t aRafdd JBAT | Sfa¥ T, forad aféft g gurfaa giv
Delimitation will be decided by a Delimitation Commission (DC) before 2029.
Wwir= &1 Fofa 2029 ¥ g WHiH SMERT (DC) GRT frar S|

Should the southern States be punished for having invested better in health and education
that helped reduce population growth, by having their Lok Sabha seats reduced and thereby
losing relative political and fiscal power?

1 WY AR e ¥ SgaRk Faw o Fa@ i gem ara afeft sl &t dtegur @i
UCTHR 3R 39 ke Ao g faxdta wifeq @4 & forg <f$a fovar sirm =nfew?

Most of the population increase since 1991 has happened in the northern States, such as
Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh.

1991 & TS ¥ T H T i gfg Swe Treal 7 g% 8, SN fIgR, IwR wewl, kG,
T YR, ST, BURG |

The Possible Solutions
THTfaa IHTY=

The 84th Constitutional Amendment (2001) on delimitation has implications for
representation, and the south needs to make its case urgently.

i § ST 84aT JfALT TR (2001) UG TR SRR STl 8, 3R férr &t 3u uer
A Torgeht I QA1 g

The 84th Amendment Act extended the freeze on the number of seats from 2000 to 2026.
84d RNy ffraw = Hicl 3t ¥ R &l RATA 3r@fy o1 2000 | 2026 TF g1 faT|

It stated, “Keeping in view the progress of family planning programmes in different parts of
the country, the government... decided..., as a motivational measure to enable State
governments to pursue the agenda for population stabilisation,” that Lok Sabha seats shall
‘remain unaltered till the first census to be taken after 2026.”

U Sl T 6 ¢x1 & 9l il & ufvar e srdswal &1 uoifd &1 ¢ad gu, Saaen
RS & TSl BT 3 dgH & 1T U WIATgHIH® HeH & =4 1 Ig ad o a1
WHaH Ui 2026 & TG T aTelt Ugd! SFRTIMT dh JYTad B |

That is why the Census was delayed from 2021.

3} HRUT FTIUMAT 2021 & <Tad &1 TS|

The results are now expected by October 2028, after which the DC will be constituted and
its recommendations announced, ahead of the 2029 Lok Sabha elections.

3§ TP Aol HFEER 2028 TH M B IHNG &, oD d1G WHIB TRT BT TS R 3R
2029 & TIHEFHT FATG! I Tgd S9! RIGIRRY gifa g

Clearly, New Delhi always had this strategy of ensuring permanent power, by controlling the
northern, more populous, States.

wy g fop 7 faeelt o1 ug ot g0z I 38 © 1 Siftrer s=we ard It wrsal o fFafd
DR RITT FT1 GHTEd ot Sl

What Are the Solutions?
JHTYT T 82

What are the solutions to prevent the unfair outcomes of delimitation to the south? Four
alternative methods are conceivable.

%m?%n%ﬂﬁ'm%amma%m%wm%?mwm@%w
|
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First Method
gl il

The first is to increase the total number of Lok Sabha seats, while retaining the current
proportional distribution among States, using the 2011 Census as the basis.
waﬂm%%ﬁwwwﬁﬁaﬂwmmm A Tt & ff Asger srguTfae
fIaRT 1 2011 F FTARTUFT & YR TR 9T 3@ AW

A redistribution based on the 2011 population, with no State losing seats, would result in a
Lok Sabha of about 866 members.

2011 B} TAIBAT & SMYR W T GAGaRon, o dig Ie7 Hie T WY, AU S aeT
866 TG aTel &1 &I

This might cause the least disruption.

SUY HaH HH IGU BT

But it still does not solve the problem of States with higher population growth gaining more

MPs.
A su ot Siftres SRie g arel IToa! &1 wTeT |iNig fre= &t 90w gd el sl |

Second Method
G GLiCg

The second is to raise the total number of Lok Sabha seats and also introduce equality
among States in the Rajya Sabha (as in the U.S. Senate), with each State having the same
number of seats — for example, 10 seats per State — raising the total number of Rajya
Sabha seats from 245 to 290.

IR R U6 b AparHT Hiel ) IS 918 o1 3R 1Y 81 IUHT & 4l & i
HHTAT 13 9 (Y AR We #), el 8% A7 I WHT Wie i — I3 & forg e
T 10 e — T ITSTTHT B A T 245 A TEh 290 71 S|

But the ruling party will oppose this as it would interfere with its goal of dominating the
Lok Sabha.

AT TIREG G SUBT faRIY BT, Rifh SHY ABAHT H YUY & 39D &d T F1eT ST |

Third Method
GiRGERIED]

The third is to raise the number of seats in Vidhan Sabhas to equalise representatives per
1,000 population for each State, leaving the Lok Sabha intact.
TRT a8eT § o &% 3T & 1,000 @Y SmaTdt wR wfafAfRmat &t w@n gaE F3A & forg
T @1 W TeTS T8, Safh AEHHT BT JYTId IGT WU
In a large, federal country, this would improve representation in more populous States,
particularly at the State level.
%ﬁ;ﬂ@@ﬁma‘wﬁsﬂﬁ S SFEET aTe Il H, WD AT TR R, U@ dga”

I
But the ruling party will oppose this as well, since its eyes are on the Lok Sabha.

AP IRE¢ gd 391 Hi Ry B3, TP ITD! ToR APIAHT R et 3

A Fourth Solution to Fair Representation

=graquf wfafAfira & ferg Stur gamem=

The last is to raise the total number of Lok Sabha seats, but change current ratios so that
60% of seats are allocated according to population size and 40% depend on efforts to
reduce population growth.

3ifqH T I8 § fb Aeaur Wel 9t oo G- 9T WY, Afdh gadHT 3uTd Seal o,
% 60% I TTHBAT & MTHR & IR B 3R 40% e FTAXBAT gfg U HIA & TaRil
R R gl

This would benefit States that have reduced their population growth (using a downward
sliding scale).
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Y 3 AT DI AH B RTE1 SRie gf o0 & 8 (TH Uedl g5 Tsfes @ha &
SIUYR W) |
e This could be a united negotiating position for the south.

Tg ofarur & fore ue diged ardfee fRufd 99 g 81

Digressive Proportionality Principle

e This is comparable to the principle for representation of 27 member States to the European
Parliament, called the Digressive Proportlonallty principle.

e QRN W H 27 FEw A ¥ R F Rigia, o R woriaRe Rsia,
T 5

e |t ensures fair representation in legislative bodies such as the EU Parliament by giving
larger countries more seats but fewer per person, and giving smaller countries fewer
seats but more representation per person.

T% EU ma@ﬁwwﬁﬁwmmm% el 93 &= B wTer
e dfe wfa aafda o yfafafia, ok o1 <=0 @1 o @ dfe ufa afe sifte
wfaffire frear 21

e It balances population size with state equality to prevent total domination by large
nations.

g SIS & SMTPR 3R IsT JHHGT & S Fda- §-1dT 8, dlf a8 3= o1 yof e 7
Gl

e |tis a compromise between pure population proportionality (one person, one vote) and
equal representation for all states.

Ig G ST SUTd (TP afad, T die) ik wft sl & forg e wfafaifte & &t
T% qHS1 3|

e |t means a vote in a small country has more weight than in a large one.

39T 3 g fh B ¢ H T dic &1 gui i gidT §, Safe 98 3/ H HH|

The Principle to Be Used
YT ST arar Risgid

e This will also rely on a principle used in India by the Finance Commissions (FCs).
I8 YR H fa=1 ST (FCs) §RT 3UATE 7T Rigid W ot senfed g

e The FCs have had to deal with complaints of unfairness: the legitimate complaint by the
southern States is that they contribute the most, but receive less over time from each FC.

FCs & 3T & fRrerral @ fger ust 8: <féft Iaf &) g8 9y fRrerd ¢ & 3 gad aiftre
YRTGTH FHRd 8, Al T & Y &R FC U I8 U fraar 21

e To address this, FCs use multiple criteria to allocate funds.
T8 YA & folT FCs HE HHGS! &1 ST Hd ] |

e The first is income distance (equity) with 50% weight.
gl AMCS § 3TY-3dR ([ATgIITadn), S/ 50% awi= fear Sar g1

e This means that States with lower incomes receive higher transfers.
a1 37 § b S 3 aral 14l &1 i e firaar g1

e The second is population size, which reflects the expenditure needs of the States.
mw%mrﬂw S ot ) @ Az arait B giar g

e Here, the FCs have used either the 2011 Census population to reflect current needs or the
1971 population to reward population control efforts.

TET FCs = TT Y 2011 P F-IIUMAT D! I dT ATIIH I3 b T ¥dATd fHar g a1 1971 B
S EET 1 ST AT & vl B iieTed $ & ol

e So, if the FC, a constitutional body, uses a method to reward population control, why
can’t the Delimitation Commission (DC)?

a1 afe Fe, St U "autfee e 8, ST fAUvl &) R $HR- &1 diid! AN §, df
AHiw TART (DC) TIT i el HR Jhdl?
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o The third is demographic performance, which rewards States that have reduced fertility
rates.

‘%ﬁﬂwnﬁag' € SIS 1T UeRH, ST 3 IT9] B! R d Hdl 8 orgie IS oX UeTg
I
e The fourth is tax efforts.
YT AFES & B WA |
e The FC rewards States that mobilise their own tax revenues and thus encourages
responsible financial management.

FC 3 ITA! &) YREGPpd Bl g Sl 30 B IoRd Bl Jeld 7, 3R 39 avg iR fasha
WaEH %) ggraT ST g

e The southern States have no choice but to join hands around the Digressive
Proportionality principle, and build consensus before the Centre constitutes the DC.

gfeoft Isat & U fEufa yaRiAfrdt Risia & IRl ok Tohee g SR &% gR1 di|ied
3TN e d fpT T ¥ Uga AgHTd 991 & 3(dTal Bls [dbed gl gl

GS Paper II: International Relations
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Sag $@|
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T goim ad, BT BT SfeRTd BT a9
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YRd $1 I i 91 faer sk o &) fezm
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T.N. CM flags risks to Sri Lankan

Tamils from constitutional reforms
QB |

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

After recent representa-
tions highlighting the
“grave risks” posed to the
Sri Lankan Tamils by the
ongoing constitutional re-
forms in the neighbouring
country, Chief Minister
M.K. Stalin has wurged
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to engage diplomati-
cally with Sri Lanka to
press for a constitutional
process that “genuinely”
addresses Tamil grievanc-
es.

“India should press for
the inclusion of federal ar-
rangements that devolve
power to the provinces,
protect the ethnic minority
rights, and uphold the
principles of pluralism and
equality. Such an approach
would not only honour In-
dia’s role as a guarantor of
regional peace but also
align with our constitution-
al values of federalism and
protection of linguistic and
ethnic minorities,” he said
in a letter to Mr. Modi. He
hoped for steps to safe-

Q India should press for

the inclusion of federal
arrangements that devolve power
to the provinces (in Sri Lanka),
protect the ethnic minority rights,
and uphold the principles of

pluralism and equality

M.K. STALIN
Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu

guard the rights of Sri Lan-
kan Tamils and contribute
to a “just and lasting reso-
lution”.

The Sri Lankan govern-
ment was accelerating ef-
forts to introduce a new
Constitution under the
guise of resolving ethnic is-
sues, he said. “However,
this proposed framework
appears to again reinforce
a unitary Ekkiyarajya mo-
del, which threatens to
further marginalise the Ta-
mils by ignoring their legi-
timate aspirations for polit-
ical autonomy.”

In this context, the re-
presentations stressed the
enduring relevance of the
Thimphu Principles, artic-

ulated by Tamil represen-
tatives at the 1985 peace
talks facilitated by India in
Bhutan. These principles
call for recognition of the
Tamils of Sri Lanka as a dis-
tinct nation, acknowledg-
ment of the Northern and
Eastern Provinces as the
traditional homeland of
the Tamils, affirmation of
the right to self-determina-
tion for the Tamil nation,
and establishment of a fed-
eral system of governance
that ensures equality and
non-discrimination for all
citizens, including full citi-
zenship rights for the hill-
country Tamils, he said.
“Without incorporating
these elements, any new

Constitution risks perpet-
uating the cycle of injustice
and instability, potentially
leading to a renewed con-
flict and humanitarian cris-
es. India, as a regional
power with a longstanding
commitment to peace and
justice in Sri Lanka — evi-
denced by our historical
involvement, including the
Indo-Sri Lanka Accord of
1987 — has a moral and
strategic imperative to act.
The plight of Sri Lankan
Tamils resonates deeply in
Tamil Nadu, where mil-
lions view them as kin, and
any deterioration in their
situation could have broad-
er implications for bilateral
relations and regional sta-
bility,” Mr. Stalin said.

Flagging the “profound
concern” over the welfare
and political rights of the
Tamils in Sri Lanka, the
Chief Minister recalled that
Tamil Nadu had been at
the forefront of champion-
ing the rights and aspira-
tions of the Tamils in Sri
Lanka owing to deep his-
torical, cultural, and emo-
tional ties.

T.N. CM flags risks to Sri Lankan Tamils from constitutional reforms

TauTe gURl A faes afral &) Sifew : afearg & genEt

After recent representations highlighting the “grave risks” posed to the Sri Lankan Tamils by
the ongoing constitutional reforms in the neighbouring country, Chief Minister M.K. Stalin has

urged Prime Minister Narendra Modi to engage diplomatically with Sri Lanka to press for a
constitutional process that “genuinely” addresses Tamil grievances.

USRI &1 H T I8 HauTe GURT 4 diciers affial &1 811 ard iR Sfewt” 31 ISR A
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FHeifdds ¥ Y Tale HR T JauTe ufshar & fore gard s &1 g fosan 8 o aftra
RIGId! &1 “aRafa® =0 J” AT B

“India should press for the inclusion of federal arrangements that devolve power to the
provinces, protect the ethnic minority rights, and uphold the principles of pluralism and
equality. Such an approach would not only honour India’s role as a guarantor of regional

peace but also align with our constitutional values of federalism and protection of linguistic

and ethnic minorities,” he said in a letter to Mr. Modi. He hoped for steps to safeguard the
rights of Sri Lankan Tamils and contribute to a “just and lasting resolution”.
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The Sri Lankan government was accelerating efforts to introduce a new Constitution under
the guise of resolving ethnic issues, he said. “However, this proposed framework appears to
again reinforce a unitary Ekkiyarajya model, which threatens to further marginalise the
Tamils by ignoring their legitimate aspirations for political autonomy.”

IBi- Bl [ AABTE WRBR ST Gl & JHTYH B 318 H T 791 VAU T & TN ol
IR G ¢ | “gTifos, I URaTad Gl fhR § U UhT® UhaRTSd AISH ! Holgd Hal Udd
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In this context, the representations stressed the enduring relevance of the Thimphu
Principles, articulated by Tamil representatives at the 1985 peace talks facilitated by India in
Bhutan. These principles call for recognition of the Tamils of Sri Lanka as a distinct nation,
acknowledgment of the Northern and Eastern Provinces as the traditional homeland of the
Tamils, affirmation of the right to self-determination for the Tamil nation, and establishment
of a federal system of governance that ensures equality and non-discrimination for all
citizens, including full citizenship rights for the hill-country Tamils, he said.

s I &, snarde d Ry fagidl & Wil gRiffedr R 9k foan T, o Ye™ & URa
SR T ST 71T 1985 P XMifa araf # aftra ufaffrt 3 vega fvan uni 3= oe o 3 Rigia
sficiepTs el Pl T SMeT AP & U H AT, I SR gaf Uil 1 diie] ! URuRS
HIGHH & ¥ H TSR H, dfid P & T reAfiofa & Sfier o1 giy, 7ur gaft Frmiat
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oo ggrSt &7 & aftral & forg gof Armfyerar siftrer of < €1
“Without incorporating these elements, any new Constitution risks perpetuating the cycle of
injustice and instability, potentially leading to a renewed conflict and humanitarian crises.
India, as a regional power with a longstanding commitment to peace and justice in Sri Lanka
— evidenced by our historical involvement, including the Indo-Sri Lanka Accord of 1987 —
has a moral and strategic imperative to act. The plight of Sri Lankan Tamils resonates
deeply in Tamil Nadu, where millions view them as kin, and any deterioration in their situation
could have broader implications for bilateral relations and regional stability,” Mr. Stalin
said.
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ARG AT 38 3 Taieht A §, SR It fRufa o 1S +ff fivTae fyueha weel sk aefta
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Flagging the “profound concern” over the welfare and political rights of the Tamils in Sri
Lanka, the Chief Minister recalled that Tamil Nadu had been at the forefront of championing
the rights and aspirations of the Tamils in Sri Lanka owing to deep historical, cultural, and
emotional ties.
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US. isolationism will fuel
ethno-nationalism and racist hatred

T he Donald Trump administration has

www.patrioticlas.in

sparked fresh concern on the global stage
after it announced through a presidential
memorandum that the U.S. would be withdraw-
ing from the UN Framework Convention on Cli-
mate Change, as well as 65 other international or-
ganisations and platforms, describing these as
“contrary to the interests of the United States™.
Having already pulled out of the Paris climate
agreement in his first term, Mr. Trump has now
doubled down on plans to end all U.S. commit-
ments to fight climate change by reversing his
predecessor Joe Biden’s actions. Washington has
made plans for a quick exit mostly from UN-relat-
ed agencies and advisory panels whose mandate
relates to climate and renewable energy, gender
equality, minority rights, rule of law and other
areas that the Trump administration considers to
be supporting diversity and ‘woke’ initiatives.
There is a serious question of real-world im-
pact and damage to the existing order that is en-
gendered by the U.S’s impending plunge into
pure isolationism. The administration’s whole-
sale rejection, in early 2025, of decades of prior
institutional commitments to and engagement
with the World Health Organization has already
led to setbacks to projects across the developing
world that focus on maternal and infant mortali-
ty, disease surveillance, and halting the advance
of tuberculosis, malaria and HIV/AIDS — all heavi-
ly dependent on external funding. In the climate
change, human rights, labour standards and rule
of law contexts, the key financing channels and
impactful leadership momentum have historical-
ly been associated with U.S. institutions. The in-
evitable vacuum that the Trump White House’s
action will produce could actually cede that
space to power players such as China and Russia,
whose incentives to support a level playing field
in coordinated international policies with a
strong global footprint may not be aligned with
the rest of the democratic world. The world has
already been witness, under both Trump admi-
nistrations, to the deleterious, destabilising con-
sequences of Washington weaponising trade ta-
riffs as means to achieving political goals. Now
this small-frame view of national self-interest
trumping good governance principles for the glo-
bal commons may become the modus operandi
for the remainder of the 2ist century. The very
idea of the nation state may face unprecedented
challenges as inward orientation in policymaking
will build an ever stronger base for rising ethno-
nationalism and racist hatred of the “other”. His-
tory has shown that this gives free rein to the
worst qualities of human nature, with disastrous
socio-political consequences.

9971932488

Inward turn.
> |

¢ U.S. isolationism will fuel ethno-nationalism and
racist hatred.

SANDT BT TG ATAIG-ITYATG 3R XIS
YUTT $! FgrdT G|

U.S. Withdrawal from Global Institutions under
Donald Trump

ﬁ@%ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ@ﬂaﬁﬁaﬁﬁmaﬁ

e The Donald Trump administration has sparked
fresh concern on the global stage after it announced
through a presidential memorandum that the U.S.
would be withdrawing from the UN Framework
Convention on Climate Change, as well as 65 other
international organisations and platforms,
describing these as “contrary to the interests of the
United States”.

SIS ¢U YR 7 s TR W 8 T der a1 3,
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e Having already pulled out of the Paris climate
agreement in his first term, Mr. Trump has now
doubled down on plans to end all U.S. commitments
to fight climate change by reversing his predecessor
Joe Biden’s actions.
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¢ Washington has made plans for a quick exit mostly
from UN-related agencies and advisory panels
whose mandate relates to climate and renewable
energy, gender equality, minority rights, rule of law
and other areas that the Trump administration
considers to be supporting diversity and ‘woke’

initiatives.
Tr%%m?ﬁ b1 Ao EFH%
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e There is a serious question of real-world impact
and damage to the existing order that is engendered
by the U.S.’s impending plunge into pure
isolationism.
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The administration’s wholesale rejection, in early 2025, of decades of prior institutional
commitments to and engagement with the World Health Organization has already led to
setbacks to projects across the developing world that focus on maternal and infant
mortality, disease surveillance, and halting the advance of tuberculosis, malaria and
HIV/AIDS — all heavily dependent on external funding.
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In the climate change, human rights, labour standards and rule of law contexts, the key
financing channels and impactful leadership momentum have historically been associated
with U.S. institutions.
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The inevitable vacuum that the Trump White House’s action will produce could actually cede
that space to power players such as China and Russia, whose incentives to support a level
playing field in coordinated international policies with a strong global footprint may not be
aligned with the rest of the democratic world.
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The world has already been witness, under both Trump administrations, to the
deleterious, destabilising consequences of Washington weaponising trade tariffs as
means to achieving political goals.
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Now this small-frame view of national self-interest trumping good governance principles
for the global commons may become the modus operandi for the remainder of the 21st
century.
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The very idea of the nation state may face unprecedented challenges as inward orientation
in policymaking will build an ever stronger base for rising ethnonationalism and racist
hatred of the “other”.

ifar fafor & siqdt $9 967 3 AY-IST ST STURUN B YAYd gAIfad BT FHAT HIAT
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History has shown that this gives free rein to the worst qualities of human nature, with
disastrous socio-political consequences.
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The year gone by, the Quad’s year of interregnum

he year 2025 brought about

unprecedented disruption in global

geopolitics. The return of President
Donald Trump to the White House has resulted in
a significant churn in various strategic theatres
across the world. The Indo-Pacific, arguably, has
evolved as the most contested terrain marking
the escalating competition between China and
the United States. Notably, the Quad has
remained a crucial facet of Washington’s
engagement in the Indo-Pacific region.

The Quad, a group of four like-minded
countries — India, Australia, Japan, and the U.S. —
has evolved as a crucial forum with a robust and
multifaceted agenda of delivering global good in
the region. The overarching objective of the
group, however, remains anchored in establishing
and sustaining a rules-based order in the region,
marked by the notion of a free, open, and
inclusive Indo-Pacific.

A priority for Trump
Ever since the Quad’s revival in 2017, the group
has evolved with critical momentum.
Importantly, Mr. Trump has been one of the key
architects of the 2017 revival. Given Mr. Trump’s
emphasis on the ‘America First” outlook, which
later emerged as a core doctrine guiding
‘Washington's foreign policy, there were early
suspicions on the extent of the U.S.’s interest in
continuing to further cooperate with countries in
the Indo-Pacific under the rubric of the Quad.
However, the initial Foreign Minister-level
summits of the group, hosted by U.S. Secretary of
State Marco Rubio, signalled that the Quad is
indeed a priority for President Trump. However,
despite its best efforts, the group was unable to
convene a leader-level summit in 2025, which was
scheduled to be hosted by India. While this has
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It may still be
too early to
write the group
off despite some
challenges it
faced last year

led to speculation over whether the group has
indeed withered, the remarkable importance of
the Indo-Pacific region and the Quad's role as a
force for global good in it, suggests that it may still
be too early to write the group off; 2025 was,
however, a year of interregnum for the Quad.

While the Quad was formed in 2004, in the
aftermath of the tsunami in the Indian Ocean, the
momentum of the group died following the
steady withdrawal of member-countries in light
of their own strategic compulsions. The group
gained steam again in 2017, to set in motion a
framework of cooperation among like-minded
countries to establish a rules-based order, in the
face of growing Chinese expansion in the region.

Since its revival, the Quad has hosted six
leader-level summits between 2021-2024, along
with several Foreign Minister-level summits. The
sixth leader-level summit was held in 2024, in
Wilmington, Delaware, U.S., hosted by the U.S.,
and which also marked the farewell of U.S.
President Joe Biden.

That the Quad is a priority for the Trump
administration was first signalled when Mr. Rubio
hosted his counterparts of the group in
Washington as his first major engagement, in
January 2025 and again in July 2025.

Programmes held

The various initiatives of the group have
remained active which include the Quad-at-Sea:
Ship Observer Mission, which was
operationalised for the first time in June 2025 to
further Coast Guard-level cooperation. The Ports
of the Future Partnership, an initiative to foster
cooperation by way of promoting sustainable and
resilient port infrastructure development across
the Indo-Pacific, also witnessed its maiden meet
in Mumbai, India, in October 2025. The ‘Malabar’

The year gone by, the Quad’s year of interregnum
YT g av, e1S FT 3feRTa BT ¥

naval exercise, though not officially a part of the
Quad’s roster of initiatives but involving the four
countries, was held in Guam to enhance
maritime cooperation and interoperability among
the navies of the four countries.

These suggest that the group has indeed
shown critical resilience even as it faced
turbulence because of Washington’s shifts,
resulting in the failure to convene a leader-level
summit in over a year.

A leader-level summit is essential

However, for the group to continue with this
momentum, it is vital for the Quad to ensure that
a leader-level summit is held at the earliest. Since
the last leader-level summit of the group, the
administrations in two countries have changed.

In addition to Mr. Trump, Japanese Prime
Minister Sanae Takaichi, too, has not attended a
Quad since she d office in
October 2025. For a group such as the Quad, with
no institutional anchor, leader-level summits
serve as a vital platform to foster bonhomie and
achieve strategic convergence on common issues.

Historically, it is at the Quad leader-level
summits that new initiatives have been
conceptualised and announced. The U.S.
Ambassador to India, Sergio Gor, has said before
the U.S. Senate Foreign relations Committee in
October 2025, that the group is continuing
diplomatic efforts to ensure that a leader-level
summit takes place in early 2026.

Thus, 2025 was indeed a year that challenged
the growing synergy of the Quad. However, the
fact that despite not holding a leader-level
summit, it has continued to operationalise its
initiatives demonstrates its remarkable resilience.
The Quad, indeed, continues to remain a force
for good.

e The year 2025 brought about unprecedented disruption in global geopolitics.
Iy 2025 3 A YOI H YA S-S 1 41|

e The return of President Donald Trump to the White House has resulted in a significant
churn in various strategic theatres across the world.

deaTd AU S|

U 3 gIge g189 T arudd § gfam R & fafis oeifas &t & ageaygut

o The Indo-Pacific, arguably, has evolved as the most contested terrain marking the
escalatlng competition between China and the United States.
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¢ Notably, the Quad has remained a crucial facet of Washington’s engagement in the Indo-

Pacific region.
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e The Quad, a group of four like-minded countries — India, Australia, Japan, and the U.S. —
has evolved as a crucial forum with a robust and multifaceted agenda of delivering global

good in the region.
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e The overarching objective of the group, however, remains anchored in establishing and
sustaining a rules-based order in the region, marked by the notion of a free, open, and
inclusive Indo-Pacific.
gIdTifr, T o1 AUS I &F T T fAa-3memfed saawiT &1 RIMAT 3R 39 1T 3G 3,
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A Priority for Trump
U & urufirdar

Ever since the Quad’s revival in 2017, the group has evolved with critical momentum.
2017 ® P18 & TSGR & 91 I U5 GHg Hg@qul fd & 1Y 37T 967 5|

Importantly, Mr. Trump has been one of the key architects of the 2017 revival.
He@yUl w0 ¥, SHIES €U 2017 & TR & G RIAeRI § 3 16 %

Given Mr. Trump’s emphasis on the ‘America First’ outlook, which later emerged as a core
doctrine guiding Washington’s foreign policy, there were early suspicions on the extent of the
U.S.’s interest in continuing cooperation under the rubric of the Quad.

JARBT B EFHI IR U F TR ST 37 gY, S a1e & a1iiwre &t faewr ifa &1 e
Rysia o1, Yoo § 39 &1 &1 bR ag YT foh SMARDT 18 & dgd FgdnT ol fbaHt iviRar
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However, the initial Foreign Minister-level summits of the group, hosted by U.S. Secretary
of State Marco Rubio, signalled that the Quad is indeed a priority for President Trump.
A T B! YoM faewr Wit Wiy dodh, [ smifve! fagwr w=it wiepl w i 3 smafsa
fora, 39 a1d &1 Wb of b ®1s arad # wgufa ¢u o wufhear g

However, despite its best efforts, the group was unable to convene a leader-level summit in
2025, which was scheduled to be hosted by India.
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While this has led to speculation over whether the group has indeed withered, the
remarkable importance of the Indo-Pacific region and the Quad’s role as a force for global
good suggests that it may still be too early to write the group off; 2025, however, was a year
of interregnum for the Quad.

TN Ig 3Hedhdl T afll o 1 THg T9 H SR US 1 §, At §81-9Rifp e & &1 dgw
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While the Quad was formed in 2004, in the aftermath of the tsunami in the Indian Ocean,
the momentum of the group died following the steady withdrawal of member-countries in light
of their own strategic compulsions.
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The group gained steam again in 2017, to set in motion a framework of cooperation among
like-minded countries to establish a rules-based order, in the face of growing Chinese
expansion in the region. ]
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Since its revival, the Quad has hosted six leader-level summits between 2021-2024, along
with several Foreign Minister-level summits.
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The sixth leader-level summit was held in 2024, in Wilmington, Delaware, U.S., hosted by
the U.S., and which also marked the farewell of U.S. President Joe Biden.
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That the Quad is a priority for the Trump administration was first signalled when Mr.
Rubio hosted his counterparts of the group in Washington as his first major engagement,
in January 2025 and again in July 2025.

g Adhd o BT U U &1 WAfiepar €, 99 fie oid ATt iy 3 sias) 2025 3R R
%gzsﬁm&hmﬁw%aﬁw&ﬁaﬁﬁmﬁﬁwﬁm%m%
EUH B

Programmes Held by the Quad
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o The various initiatives of the group have remained active which include the Quad-at-Sea:
Ship Observer Mission, which was operationalised for the first time in June 2025 to further
Coast Guard-level cooperation.

g 3t faft ved afera it &1, o wre-ue-wt: R sifswd? e wfta 8, v’ 5=
2025 T Ugell IR AR fran T a1 PR TS TR W WeaRT & 3R Aoiad a1 o 9o |

e The Ports of the Future Partnership, an initiative to foster cooperation by way of promoting
sustainable and resilient port infrastructure development across the Indo-Pacific, also
witnessed its maiden meet in Mumbai, India, in October 2025.

TIdY 3T § WER IR, o $81-0R4fhe &7 & Jad iR a<id deung e & fawrd
& ST TG DI FGI41 & B Ugd ¢, B Ugell 96 3fagax 2025 H a5, URA & 5|

o The ‘Malabar’ naval exercise, though not officially a part of the Quad’s roster of initiatives
but involving the four countries, was held in Guam to enhance maritime cooperation and
interoperability among the navies of the four countries.

HraTaR’ RS g, 4o & RGNS T J H1e Bt Ugd Y! &1 3w 7 81, Al =l
A0 Bt UFTeRY & 1Y T3 T ST g, a1 TS & ot Tt HeaT SR SicR-
AT &HdT 9¢T8 o 9 |

e These suggest that the group has indeed shown critical resilience even as it faced
turbulence because of Washington’s shifts, resulting in the failure to convene a leader-level
summit in over a year.

Ig <xfdr g fob arfRiTe &) Hfovrd Sordes § o fRRET & S1avie, SRd HRUI TH 1§
3P T TP AT-Fad FRRER T 781 1 IbT, Y9g - Hgdyul adtary G g |

A Leader-Level Summit Is Essential

AT-ERIY ey I aw® &

e However, for the group to continue with this momentum, it is vital for the Quad to ensure that
a leader-level summit is held at the earliest.

B, S Y I S 3@ & T &7 & fore 78 sl § b oI 9§ g U Ad1-wdm
RrEr gwaT smfSa fear sl

e Since the last leader-level summit of the group, the administrations in two countries have
changed.
T & s AdT-TR RReR THaH & 916 9 o) 320 § RPN dea gt ¢ |

¢ In addition to Mr. Trump, Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi too has not attended a
Quad engagement since she assumed office in October 2025.

SHTES TU o SfaTal, SIUTH S W | drebrge! - Hf sfagay 2025 T Ug JHTH & &l 4
ot +ft wre HrieH 7 yrT 78 form B

e For a group such as the Quad, with no institutional anchor, leader-level summits serve as a
vital platform to foster bonhomie and achieve strategic convergence on common issues.

HTS O T F o, T U B8 HRINTT YR T8} 8, Ad-T-1g FReR Ja muft
Hierd soM 3R e 42l W YUrHifa® Teheudr ikl B3 &1 Hgaqul #d g1d o

o Historically, it is at the Quad leader-level summits that new initiatives have been
conceptualised and announced.
AR U X, $Ts & Aq1-F 1 R FHa-l 7 € € ugdl o YRS 31 TS § 3R
CREARIIRER]

e The U.S. Ambassador to India, Sergio Gor, has said before the U.S. Senate Foreign
Relations Committee in October 2025, that the group is continuing diplomatic efforts to
ensure'that a leader-level summit takes place in early 2026.

YRd H MRS Ieiga Afofat MR 7 srdgar 2025 # smfvat Wike ot faew day afafa &
waargggwwmaﬁ@@%aﬁzozsaﬂwmﬁﬁmww
BSLEE |

Resilience Despite Challenges

gl & STav[g aierad

e Thus, 2025 was indeed a year that challenged the growing synergy of the Quad.
U UHR, 2025 IRAd | 9 TN 61 o B BT 9G il ST arardd &1 Al 41|
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o However, the fact that despite not holding a leader-level summit, it has continued to
operationalise its initiatives demonstrates its remarkable resilience.
R oft, 75 T % Aar-wdig RER IWa 9 817 & a9 948 A 30+ Ugd aaR ar]
BT, TP SRATYRYT THAYT BT G 5
¢ The Quad, indeed, continues to remain a force for good.
P18 IRAa B 3T 1 TP RTHAS TgaArd &1 fwT S g gl

India’s maritime policy: how it has
evolved and what lies ahead

India’s maritime policy has undergone significant evolution, intricately linked to its historical and geographical context, as explored in ‘The Routledge

Handbook of Maritime India’ The handbook delves into India’s rich maritime history and strategic relationships across the Indian Ocean

Rajiv Bhatia

he two most prominent
geographic features of the
Indian subcontinent, with India

at its centre, are the Himalayas
and the Indian Ocean. They not only
defined India’s geographic boundaries but
also shaped its history, culture, and
civilisation. While foreigners came to
India through the land route in the north
to establish empires — some great and
some not-so-great — in the south of the
Vindhyas, where the presence of the sea
is constant, Indians sailed east and west
for trade, cultural exchange, and the
occasional conquest.

In this broad historical context, a
question arises — what is the significance
of the maritime domain for India, as
viewed through the lenses of history,
strategy, economics, and technology? A
comprehensive and scholarly work, The
Routledge Handbook of Maritime India,
edited by Alluri Subramanyam Raju and
R. Srinivasan, presents a
multidimensional response to this
fundamental question.

On maritime history

History has taught us the all-pervading
significance of the maritime domain. The
capabilities of Indian sailors to reach the
far corners of the west and the east in
ancient and medieval times is a source of
pride and inspiration. As Jawaharlal
Nehru observed, “History has shown that
whatever power controls the Indian
Ocean has, in the first instance, India’s
seaborne trade at her mercy, and, in the

second, India’s very independence itself.”

The first part of the handbook,
comprising five essays by different
scholars, traces the historical evolution of
India’s outward reach, focusing on the
Cholas, the Marathas, Europeans and
Indo-Arab maritime trade. Author N.
Manoharan called the Cholas “The
Nautical Tigers.” The chapter on
scholar-diplomat K. M. Panikkar critically
analyses his ideas and establishes their
continuing relevance to contemporary
geopolitics. Varun Sahni, in his futuristic
take, urges that the Indian Ocean needs to
be viewed “less as a space — an ocean of
transit — and more as a place — the home
of a majority of the world’s human
population and settlements”.

India’s maritime strategy

Chapters in the book shed light on India’s
strategy and relations with multiple
nations, including Australia, Japan,
France, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka,
the Maldives, Myanmar, Thailand,
Indonesia, and China. India took the
initiative to demarcate its maritime
boundaries with all its neighbours and
succeeded in every case, except Pakistan.
The latter delayed a settlement based on
“motivated assumptions.” Huo Wenle’s
chapter on Sino-Indian maritime rivalry
offers a deep dive into the thinking of
Chinese and Indian scholars and
recommends extensive discussions
between the two governments to lay
down the rules of engagement on the
high seas. The aim should be to prevent
“the clash of interests that are detrimental
to both nations.” Other chapters bring out

the reasons for the turnaround, in the
mid-1980s, in India-Australia ties in the
maritime domain; the essential
similarities between India and Japan; and
the rationale of the Indo-Pacific vision for
India and France for maritime
multilateralism.

In another cluster of four chapters, the
book endeavours to analyse maritime
institutions, connectivity, and governance
of the following South Asian states —
India, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, and China.
Zou Zhengxin presents a comparative
analysis of the maritime security
governance of India and China to bring
out the risks of a “zero-sum game
evolving owing to the U.S. influence.” He
recommends joint consultative
mechanisms to advance maritime
development. R. Srinivasan’s chapter on
Sri Lanka demonstrates how “pitfalls”
such as corruption, clan politics, and a
lack of enlightened leadership drive
nations to join China’s Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI), thereby undermining
sound maritime governance.

Power projection

As per the handbook, India has been
doing quite well in shaping its maritime
power projection. In the first decade of
this century, the Indian Navy played a
stellar role in curbing piracy in the
Arabian Sea. This marked the Navy’s
transformation from an observer into a
net security provider. Two other chapters
provide a critical analysis of ongoing
geopolitical rivalries: one argues for “a
hedging system” that considers the U.S.
strategy for the Indo-Pacific, while

another advocates for increasing India’s
maritime presence, thereby creating a
“political and economic confluence” of
like-minded regional powers.

Other essayists have shed light on
India’s vision, strengths, and partnerships
in the Indo-Pacific, a concept that has
dominated strategic discourse over the
past two decades. In recent years, its
salience has been eroded somewhat by
crises in other geographies (Ukraine,
Gaza, Iran, Red Sea, and Venezuela) as
well as by the new U.S. National Security
Strategy (NSS) 2025, which takes a softer
view of China as an economic competitor
rather than as a geopolitical adversary.
How India needs to refine its Indo-Pacific
strategy in this context warrants a
separate debate.

The final cluster of seven chapters
addresses economic and technological
developments in the maritime domain. A
variety of topics, ranging from
underwater domain awareness (UDA) and
underwater systems to maritime security;
the Blue Economy revolution and shift;
climate resilience; and coastal security
have been addressed in a highly
thoughtful manner. With an abiding
interest in all dimensions of the Blue
Economy, the contributors have
successfully packed the handbook with
the latest research and analyses to benefit
readers. Recommendations made in this
volume merit close consideration by
policymakers.

Rajiv Bhatia, Distinguished Fellow at the
Gateway House, is a former Ambassador
with extensive diplomatic experience in
several Indian Ocean capitals.

India’s maritime policy: how it has evolved and what lies ahead

YR B gyl ifa: 30T faer sk 3m 5t fa=m

e India’s maritime policy has undergone significant evolution, intricately linked to its
historical and geographical context, as explored in ‘The Routledge Handbook of

Maritime India’.
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e The handbook delves into India’s rich maritime history and strategic relationships across
the Indian Ocean.

UE TSI HURA & TS Al gfaeTe SR f¥g memanR a7 13U Yurifae w3t fawg
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Maritime India: History, Strategy, and Governance
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The two most prominent geographic features of the
Indian subcontinent, with India at its centre, are the
Himalayas and the Indian Ocean.

¥ 3 g T Hifere @efur, foe
¥ o YR g, fewTery 3R e AeRmR B
They not only defined India’s geographic boundarie s but
also shaped its history, culture, and civilisation.

3514 7 had HRd o1 HiMifere drATe &1 uRuig foar
Sfewr ISP gfaeTy, ASpfa 3R Fagar &1 off R |

While foreigners came to India through the land route in
the north to establish empires, in the south of the
Vindhyas, where the presence of the sea is constant, Indians sailed east and west for trade,
cultural exchange, and the occasional conquest. )

el AR < 3R & Jd HRT U T AHTsd R fbu, a6t fdea & gféor &, sef aqg &1
U Ryt B, YR 3 TR, Wivp e sme-uer R - fasma & fow gd ok
U3 @1 3R T I B

In this broad historical context, a question arises — what is the significance of the maritime
domain for India, as viewed through the lenses of history, strategy, economics, and
technology?

39 AP Ufagiive deH & g8 uy Iodi ¢ for gfaem, Torifa, srfeme ik et &
DI A URA & o Tt &7 T 75 R 3

A comprehensive scholarly work, The Routledge Handbook of Maritime India, edited by
Alluri Subramanyam Raju and R. Srinivasan, presents a multidimensional response to
this fundamental question.

ST IHUAH 9] AR IR, Hfar=T gR1 ¥uIied fagamul ofd g weaw seq® i
AtersH 3131 39 go U &1 TgSmT ST URdd FdT 8|

On Maritime History

Tt e w

History has taught us the all-pervading significance of the maritime domain.
iR 3 g Tqgl &5 &1 wdeardt Wew Riam 31

The capabilities of Indian sailors to reach the far corners of the west and the east in ancient
and medieval times is a source of pride and inspiration.

WA SR WegehTelts giT H YR AT & Uiy iR Ud & X% S ab Uga- &1 &idl
Ra Gﬁ?ﬁWW@H?

As Jawaharlal Nehru observed, “History has shown that whatever power controls the Indian
Ocean has, in the first instance, India’s seaborne trade at her mercy, and, in the second,
India’s very independence itself.”

ST fob STaTeReTe Age = o, “3fag A i § % S wie fég weranR & Fafid st
2, 3% 81U T Uga YR BT THA SATIR Bl & 3R o T8 YRd o) Taezrar i1

The first part of the handbook, comprising five essays by different scholars, traces the
historical evolution of India’s outward reach, focusing on the Cholas, the Marathas,
Europeans, and Indo-Arab maritime trade.

g% &1 ygan y, fafta fagrt & uter el & Areqd @, WRd & a1el ¥udh & Yfagriys
T &1 udt o 7, fod e, wRTeT, W SR §S1-3Rd! I SR W ARy e g
Author N. Manoharan called the Cholas “The Nautical Tigers.”

UGS TH. HAER 3 Il Dl “& Afehd ST HeT gl

The chapter on scholar-diplomat K. M. Panikkar critically analyses his ideas and establishes
their continuing relevance to contemporary geopolitics.

fAgM-ISHR® &. TH. UidTas IR SUTRT S 31 faaRT &1 FHTe A fa=eyur Bl
® 3R TSI YIoid H 36! fARaR wrefiear Rifid &gl

Varun Sahni, in his futuristic take, urges that the Indian Ocean needs to be viewed less as a
space and more as a place — the home of a majority of the world’s human population and
settlements.

TEUT HE 30 GG eBDI H 38 Hd g o fEg HerR &1 Rith U RIT-87 e
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India’s Maritime Strategy

YR BT IYST 0T

Chapters in the book shed light on India’s strategy and relations with nations including
Australia, Japan, France, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, the Maldives, Myanmar,
Thailand, Indonesia, and China.

SMRMAT 3R A9 Iftd F2 M & WY YR B U 3R Tdedt IR YT STerd 5|
India took the initiative to demarcate maritime boundaries with all its neighbours and
succeeded in every case, except Pakistan.

URT 3 30 Tt TRt  Tr g dareit ¥ Fiufeor 7 vgq 7 iR w9
BISH & A & Ahad Us |
Pakistan delayed a settlement based on “motivated assumptions.”

iferea 3 «“URd ATgaTai” & YR WR IHSd H S 1|

Huo Wenle’s chapter on Sino-Indian maritime rivalry offers a deep dive into Chinese and
Indian scholarly thinking and recommends extensive discussions between the two
governments to lay down the rules of engagement on the high seas.

gofl aTal 71 ST FH-WR wHst ufagfedr R 91 SR WRd g &t 9 &1 T84
fa=awor TR B SiR G BRI & o9 faeqga dare &1 R v & dife ga ags o
TERT & | o fore o | |

The aim should be to prevent “the clash of interests” that is detrimental to both nations.
I g B =11eT & “fRell &1 Tapvra” el S¢ ot G141 i & g g1fieRs 1

Other chapters explain the mid-1980s turnaround in India-Australia maritime ties, the
essential similarities between India and Japan, and the Indo-Pacific vision of India and
France for maritime multilateralism.

3T LTI 1980 b SRP b A T HRA-SRferar It Yaeh I 311U seard, URd 3R STUH &
%@mﬁﬁva&ﬂm&m%ﬁww%g@ﬁmmﬁw
|

Maritime Institutions and Governance
T T 3R A

In another cluster of four chapters, the book analyses maritime institutions, connectivity,
and governance of India, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, and China.

AR S P T 3 g § T IR, ST, Sieet i 9 & wag S, dudar
3R TR T fIRewor Bt g

Zou Zhengxin presents a comparative analysis of maritime security governance of India
and China, highlighting the risks of a “zero-sum game” evolving due to U.S. influence.

S SR YR 3R F 3 T GRE AR ST JeTHD ST TR 3 & AR Srafast
UHTG & HRU IR I “I-O Fa” & SNGH! b ¥@ifhd Hd gl

He recommends joint consultative mechanisms to advance maritime development.

3 T faepTd 1 3 Fo & g Tgaa Wt @F ot e #1d g

R. Srinivasan’s chapter on Sri Lanka shows how “pitfalls” such as corruption, clan
politics, and lack of enlightened leadership push nations towards China’s Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI), thereby undermining sound maritime governance.

AR, ST F1 dididT W 31eard §dd 8 {6 5 YR, Htars IJeHifa o gra=if
Agcd B U O WAy’ <0 B! A DI dee TS As sMHRMEed (BRI) F SR ydbad §, Sd
e TS AT HHSR TS &

Power Projection
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As per the handbook, India has been doing quite well in shaping its maritime power
prOJectlon

F IR, YRT T JRT UATUT T SHR ¢ H HTH! hd 6T ¢

In the first decade of this century, the Indian Navy played a stellar role in curbing piracy in
the Arabian Sea.

Y A & Ugd @ T YR F¥T 7 3RT IR & 9P SHdl R FH1Y I § Ieera-1g
iyt fAyTS |

This marked the Navy’s transformation from an observer into a net security provider.
Y AT BT TR T T F Y[ GRET USTdT & =9 H g3l

Two other chapters provide a critical analysis of ongoing geopolitical rivalries.

3l 3T ST 9 g1 Y} ifae® gfaaetaff &1 TaTaa-Ies fa=ayur TR &d § |

One argues for a “hedging system” that considers the U.S. strategy for the Indo-Pacific.

T AT “gfoiT Yurett” &1 997 vl &, ol Ss1-9Rftee & forg smfve! Iurifa &f e
H it B

Another advocates increasing India’s maritime presence, thereby creating a “political and
economic confluence” of like-minded regional powers.

GIRT AT YR &1 T SUFRATA T B adbTad Hal o, S I9 G aret et wifdaa
BT “IMTID SR A T 7 96 |

India and the Indo-Pacific Discourse

YR 3R gS1-ufftpep fawsf

Other essayists have shed light on India’s vision, strengths, and partnerships in the Indo-

Pacific, a concept that has dominated strategic discourse over the past two decades.

3 Tl A gS1-9fifles & YR & ef¥@ivl, arwd SR ATSieTal )R USRI STl §, Sl

fse oY g I I f3mel R grdt @1 7

In recent years, its salience has been eroded somewhat by crises in other geographies such

as Ukraine, Gaza, Iran, the Red Sea, and Venezuela.

<1 3 IS & b, TTSAT, ER7, 1T AR SR U S o7 851 & Hapel F gut

URIRTHdT &1 $3 88 a6 &Y BT g

It has also been affected by the new U.S. National Security Strategy (NSS) 2025, which

takes a softer view of China as an economic competitor rather than as a geopolitical

adversary.

TR S ARt R U (NSS) 2025 F1 +ff gUTd UST 8, S I &1 Yoo

ufegdt & o ufeeasdf & w0 it =T = J T B

How India needs to refine its Indo-Pacific strategy in this context warrants a separate

debate.

mﬁﬁ R &1 30T g81-2fftre Jurifa 2 ulvspa w=-1 T1fee, g8 e ore 989 &1
|

Economy, Technology, and the Blue Economy

3

JogawyT, Wit ok =g gH1ATH

The final cluster of seven chapters addresses economic and technological developments
in the maritime domain.

3ifam T & a1a Sreamd I &7 ¥ e 3R aeie fae R Hiad g

A variety of topics have been addressed, ranging from underwater domain awareness
(UDA) and underwater systems to maritime security.

3O 3fEAIer SR AT (UDA) 3R 3isvaiey RieRT I da TS Y& I 3
fawg =nfaa g

The chapters also cover the Blue Economy revolution and shift, climate resilience, and
coastal security in a highly thoughtful manner.

Sl B o g MTHY Bt hifd 3R ggara, Taarg Ag-IRiadr auT a¢ T JR&m &I of srdd
foar=ha & 3 uqd far T g
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¢ With an abiding interest in all dimensions of the Blue Economy, the contributors have
successfully packed the handbook with the latest research and analyses.

= I & qoft S H e B T@d gu, ANTeHddie ¥ §Sg® & AdIaH MY 3R
fawayor ¥ 99 far g1

e The recommendations made in this volume merit close consideration by policymakers.

39 TS ¥ 41 715 Rt Fifafatareif gr ik fer g om ama &)
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1. | PM urges investors to seize India’s opportunities
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PM urges investors to seize India’s opportunities

Abhinay Deshpande
RAJKOT

India is the world’s fastest-
growing economy and is
rapidly on course to be-
come the third largest glo-
bally, amid rising interna-
tional expectations for the
country, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said on
Sunday after inaugurating
the Vibrant Gujarat Re-
gional Conference for the
Saurashtra and Kutch re-
gions in Rajkot.

Amid great global un-
certainty, he said, India is
witnessing an era of unpre-
cedented certainty. “In re-
cent years, India has made
rapid progress, and Guja-
rat has played a significant
role in this. India is rapidly
moving towards becoming
the world’s third-largest
economy,” Mr. Modi said.

Calling upon investors
to seize the opportunities
available in Gujarat and
across the country, the
Prime Minister said if they

. ik e
i e L ; s
3 ey - Ry® %

&

Temple visit: Prime Minister Narendra Modi during the ‘Somnath
Swabhiman Parv’ at the Somnath temple on Sunday. DPR PMO/PTI

missed out by arriving late,
they should not blame
him.

He said inflation was un-
der control, and highlight-
ed India’s position as the
world’s largest producer of
milk, vaccines, and several
other products, including
automobiles.

The Prime Minister said
that the International Mo-
netary Fund (IMF) had re-
cognised the country as a
key engine of global eco-

nomic growth.

He added that India had
been the largest consumer
of data globally, while the
Unified Payments Interface
(UPI) had emerged as the
world’s top real-time digi-
tal payment platform. He
said the expanding new
middle class and their
growing purchasing power
were among the major fac-
tors that had made India a
country of immense possi-
bilities. “There was a time

when India imported mo-
bile phones. Today, we are
the world’s second-largest
manufacturer of mobile
handsets,” he said.

More than 1,500 memo-
randums of understanding
are expected to be signed
at the event, with over 110
international buyers from
16 countries, including the
U.S. and several from Eu-

rope, participating.

‘History of resilience’

Earlier in the day, at Som-
nath, Mr. Modi said the
forces that had opposed
the reconstruction of the
Somnath temple in Gujarat
after Independence were
still active, and India need-
ed to remain alert, united
and powerful to defeat
them. The history of Som-
nath was one of resilience
and triumph, not destruc-
tion and defeat, he said,
adding that while funda-
mentalist invaders had
been relegated to the pages
of history, the Somnath

PM urges investors to seize India’s opportunities

TUTHA A fAAwe @ HRA & AR &1 A1 I3 &7 3ATE fhar

¢ India is the world’s fastest growing economy and is rapidly on course to become the third

temple continued to stand
tall. He was speaking at the
“Somnath Swabhiman
Parv”, organised to mark
1,000 years since Mahmud
of Ghazni’s attack on the
Somnath Temple in 1026.

Earlier at the Vibrant
Gujarat Regional Confe-
rence, he said all regions of
the State have their own
strengths and Gujarat con-
tinues to remain the pre-
ferred destination for in-
vestors. The country’s first
semiconductor fabrication
facility is getting ready in
Gujarat’s Dholera, he said.

In addition to infrastruc-
ture, Mr. Modi said an in-
dustry-ready workforce is
the need of the hour. He
added that Gujarat has the
required skills to meet this
demand.

He also urged investors
to consider investing in
Saurashtra and Kutch re-
gions, which are emerging
as major centres for accel-
erating the Atmanirbhar
Bharat campaign.

largest globally, amid rising international expectations for the country, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said on Sunday after inaugurating the Vibrant Gujarat Regional
Conference for the Saurashtra and Kutch regions in Rajkot.
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Amid great global uncertainty, he said, India is witnessing an era of unprecedented
certainty. “In recent years, India has made rapid progress, and Gujarat has played a
significant role in this. India is rapidly moving towards becoming the world’s third-largest
economy,” Mr. Modi said.

I Bl i Uit 3y arfAifaar & g YR Sryayqd Fif3raar & g &1 el ST @1 7|
BT & a8 | HRd 3 a1 WIF $1 § 3R 38 IeRTd A Wgeaqul YRIPT 1S 81 WRd dolt 3
g Bt At T 9t srferayT 9 1 3R §¢ W@ R, 4 Wi A pw

Calling upon investors to seize the opportunities available in Gujarat and across the country,
the Prime Minister said if they missed out by arriving late, they should not blame him.
TYTEET = ORI 3R TR S & IuA SHTTRI P Y I3 & fore Faxe! I SIgH HRd gu
Hgl o i 3 R Y UgIaR TP MY, A1 3% I< SN AL o1 A1y

He said inflation was under control, and highlighted India’s position as the world’s largest
producer of milk, vaccines, and several other products, including automobiles.

321 el b HETS Mo A € 3R gy, ARf= qur sifeimlarse gied B g Sare) & fay
& e 98 IAGH & U § YR BT RUfd &I T@iford foan

The Prime Minister said that the International Monetary Fund (IMF) had recognised the
country as a key engine of global economic growth.

um;sﬁ%w% SARRTETT &1 HIY (IMF) A < &1 af¥e e faera o1 g o
HIAT

He added that India had been the largest consumer of data globally, while the Unified
Payments Interface (UPI) had emerged as the world’s top real-time digital payment
platform.

I SeT for YR Ay TR W ST BT ) 8T IUIET 381 §, o gfawrgs tdeq
ey (UPI) g &1 =i Raar-ersw fEfored Yra™ @ewid s9ar SIRT 8

He said the expanding new middle class and their growing purchasing power were among
the major factors that had made India a country of immense possibilities.

3B Fel o Iaal gof =11 Weaw it 3R 3! dgdt hd fad I UG SRS 4 § oA
R BT SR GHIGTSAT AT G -1 §

“There was a time when India imported mobile phones. Today, we are the world’s second-
largest manufacturer of mobile handsets,” he said.

“Teh THY Y1 Sd YR HIGTsd I AT BT UT| 31 g4 gl o gy 9ad 9g Alarsd
More than 1,500 memorandums of understanding are expected to be signed at the event,
with over 110 international buyers from 16 countries, including the U.S. and several from
Europe, participating.

39 3{TaIoH | 1,500 | 31T JHEHET ITUA gw1&d 814 &1 39 8, Srad 16 3= & 110 A
e SaRRTEE WER, o 3Rkt iR gAY & &S S A §, UM AR §

‘History of resilience’

AAATI BT ST

Earlier in the day, at Somnath, Mr. Modi said the forces that had opposed the reconstruction
of the Somnath temple in Gujarat after Independence were still active, and India needed to
remain alert, united and powerful to defeat them.

& & ugal w1, off At 7 a1 [ Wadad1 & 916 ToRid § ATy WiGR & Ao &
oy wA gl arehd 3t Wt Tfera § 3R I RIS a3 & ol URd &) Heldh, Tdhgle 3
RUESRIG CERGEIRERI

The history of Somnath was one of resilience and triumph, not destruction and defeat, he
said, adding that while fundamentalist invaders had been relegated to the pages of history,
the Somnath temple continued to stand tall.

I8 wel fob Q1Y o1 3faer aitaru= oik fasra &1 8, 7 fo fammer oik e &1, iR
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7g it SireT b ofgi eyt smspidr gfagr & ueil § Ryve 7u €, o Hiwry widR 3t ot
Ra ¥ TST §

He was speaking at the “Somnath Swabhiman Parv”, organised to mark 1,000 years since
Mahmud of Ghazni’s attack on the Somnath Temple in 1026.

IE AT TR Ud” T §1d 38 ¥, 51 1026 T HYG o1 & WHATY iR WeAd &
1,000 99 QX 511 & IUEd T ST fosam T T

Earlier at the Vibrant Gujarat Regional Conference, he said all regions of the State have
their own strengths and Gujarat continues to remain the preferred destination for
investors.

TN Ugd aTgae oRTd &g T § I35 F8T b 59 & quft &t Y Sroe-SiuR drdhd §
3R ToRTd e & fore widier iaer S g g

The country’s first semiconductor fabrication facility is getting ready in Gujarat’s Dholera,
he said.

3o el b 3T B! ugel Adtbede’ BiaPe g TorTa F ferT § aR 818 8

In addition to infrastructure, Mr. Modi said an industry-ready workforce is the need of the
hour.

IPRTFR & 3@d], ft A1l 3 Hel {6 ITNT-dUR Frdadd TG0y & Saghdl &
He added that Gujarat has the required skills to meet this demand.
IBIH SIeT o S0 AN 1 IR FHRA & AT ToRTd & IR SHTIRID BN o

He also urged investors to consider investing in Saurashtra and Kutch regions, which are
emerging as major centres for accelerating the Atmanirbhar Bharat campaign.

3= oz 9 3R F=3 &1 7 9w R AR &34 31+t 3imrg e, ot sraafaeiR
YR R B 74 3 & T $% & 0 J SR 8
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Faster, demand-led
approach needed for

PSE privatisation: CII
(GS II1: Economy ____}

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The Confederation of In-
dian Industry (CII) has sug-
gested an accelerated four-
pronged strategy to unlock
value from the disinvest-
ment of public sector en-
terprises (PSEs), calling for
a demand-driven ap-
proach in selecting units
for privatisation, and fol-
lowing a predictable road
map.

In its proposals for the
Union Budget 2026-27, the
industry lobby urged the
Union government to mo-
bilise resources through a
calibrated approach to
privatisation focusing on
sectors where private par-
ticipation can enhance ef-
ficiency, technology infu-
sion, and global
competitiveness, to sus-
tain capital expenditure
and address developmen-
tal priorities amid global
economic uncertainties.

The CII called upon the
Centre to announce a roll-
ing three-year privatisa-
tion pipeline, outlining
which enterprises are like-
ly to be taken up for priva-
tisation during this period
while recognising that full
privatisation of all non-
strategic PSEs is a complex
and time-consuming pro-

cess. It argued that this vis-
ibility would encourage
deeper investor engage-
ment and more realistic
valuation and price discov-
ery, which would contri-
bute towards expediting
the privatisation process.

Releasing value

“Government could re-
duce its stake in listed
PSEs in a phased manner
to 51% initially, allowing it
to remain the single largest
shareholder while releas-
ing significant value into
the market. Over time, this
stake could be brought
down further to between
33% and 26%,” the CII stat-
ed in its proposal.

Reducing the govern-
ment’s stake to 51% in 78
listed PSEs could unlock
close to ¥10 lakh crore, ac-
cording to its analysis.

“A calibrated reduction
of the government’s stake
in listed PSEs to 51% and
even lower is a pragmatic
step that balances strategic
control with value crea-
tion. Unlocking nearly 310
lakh crore of productive
capital would provide vital
resources to accelerate
physical and social infras-
tructure development and
support fiscal consolida-
tion,” CII Director-General
Chandrajit Banerjee said.

9971932488

Faster, demand-led approach needed for PSE
privatization: ClI

Wegs fAefiezur & e dw, wi-snutfa
I B STaRgFHdr: HeTgaITs

. The Confederation of Indian Industry (Cll) has
suggested an accelerated four-pronged strategy to unlock
value from the disinvestment of public sector enterprises
(PSEs), calling for a demand-driven approach in selecting
units for privatisation, and following a predictable road
map.

YR IERT Ul (Cll) 3 Jrduifae &3 IuHI (PSEs)
& fafa=r @ 7 oM & Y T de IR-F XTI &1
ga fean &, forad fRefievor & g sergdl & =g 8 Hit-
n@gigﬁ?r =PI 3R Ue qafgaa AeAT v &) a1d e

. In its proposals for the Union Budget 2026-27, the
industry lobby urged the Union government to mobilise
resources through a calibrated approach to privatisation
focusing on sectors where private participation can
enhance efficiency, technology infusion, and global
competitiveness, to sustain capital expenditure and
address developmental priorities amid global economic
uncertainties.

FEH Tl 2026-27 P 1T 307 UdTal B, N7 IiTeH A
Fg WER I FAeiewr & dgferd edeio & arem 3
T1EA Je BT TUE foar, forad 39 & iR e fean sy
Stet fAsht yrfierdt § gerar, Menfie) gumEaRE, ok afye
ey ar 3¢ I o, difes YSTTG g &I §1T 4T S
T 3R Ay anfife sifafiaarsit & s fAera®
yrfiearan o daifdd fear o 9%

° The Cll called upon the Centre to announce a
rolling three-year privatisation pipeline, outlining which
enterprises are likely to be taken up for privatisation during

this period while recognising that full privatisation of all non-strategic PSEs is a complex

and time-consuming process.

Wemgans 7 Hg I i gifa AfeiT Fele<or rsuarsT &1 givon &= &1 g forar, forad
Ig §araT 9T 6 39 safy & fo5 Semt o) fsiiaror & for foran o b 8, Iy &) 98 WaR
FRd g o it R-Ivritfas fiews &1 gof Foliaro te sifed ok Iwa o arelt ufthan @

e |t argued that this visibility would encourage deeper investor engagement and more
realistic valuation and price discovery, which would contribute towards expediting the
privatisation process.

O d foa s a8 Tapar fFawre! 3t mest urfier™ iR ifte gurdard) geaie+ 9 ged
@S B! Tieried Hft, R fAshieror ufhar  aw &1 3 arreH e

Releasing value

Hed Yod dIAT

e “The government could reduce its stake in listed PSEs in a phased manner to 51% initially,
allowing it to remain the single largest shareholder while releasing significant value into
the market. Over time, this stake could be brought down further to between 33% and 26%,”
the CII stated in its proposal.

HWemgaeng A 30 UaTd ¥ Hgl, “NROR Yads dIgas T 30t TRER] B aRuds aetd 3
Ugd 51% do bl Iahd! 5, FoiTd 98 Iad 9871 Thd AWRYRS -1 T8 3R 1Y g SR |
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mqgquwﬂs‘rw| TG & 1Y 39 GRER] ®I 311 9T 33% A 26% P &I AT ol

Hqhdl g”

Reducing the government’s stake to 51% in 78 listed PSEs could unlock close to ¥10 lakh

crore, according to its analysis.

3P fIRAT0 & SR, 78 GEllag News & WEHR & TRERT BT 51% TF TH F TIHT

210 AT HS BT I G Ibvdl §

“ A calibrated reduction of the government’s stake in listed PSEs to 51% and even lower is

a pragmatic step that balances strategic control with value creation. Unlocking nearly 10

lakh crore of productive capital would provide vital resources to accelerate physical and

social infrastructure development and support scale consolidation,” Cll Director-General

Chandrajit Banerjee said

g3 & AP dgoild a0l + BT, “YdIds U § WHR S TR BI 51%

1 39 Wt $U % AT U A U™ U6 ARG HeH 8, S IuHIfaew fHemr oiv
GO & o9 AT T € | TTHIT 10 ARG BRI Pt SAUIGH Yol DI Tad BT Hifead

Eﬁfmwmﬁéaw aﬁ?ﬁﬂﬂﬁf@?ﬁﬁ@ﬁ?éﬁ%%ﬂ
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M.P. launches clean drinking water campaign amid diarrhoea outbreak
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M.P. launches clean drinking water

campaign amid diarrhoea outbreak
GS I S&T 4

Mehul Malpani
BHOPAL

The Madhya Pradesh go-
vernment has launched a
State-wide campaign to en-
sure clean drinking water
in all rural and urban
areas, amid the diarrhoea
outbreak in Indore city
due to government-sup-
plied contaminated water
that has claimed several
lives.

The two-phase cam-
paign was announced at a
high-level meeting chaired
by Chief Minister Mohan
Yadav on Saturday.

As per a government
statement, the ‘Swachh Jal
Abhiyan (Clean Water
Campaign)’ will be con-
ducted in two phases.
Phase 1 from January 10 to
February 28, and Phase 2
from March 1 to 31.

“The government is
committed to strengthen-
ing management systems
to ensure the supply of safe
and pure drinking water to
all citizens. A system of ‘Jal
Sunwai’ (water hearings)
has been put in place to ad-

Tests on samples from Bhagirathpura confirmed a polymicrobial

» - k‘ ~

presence in the government-supplied water. A.M.FARUQUI

dress public drinking wa-
ter issues, which officials
have been directed to han-
dle with utmost serious-
ness,” Mr. Yadav said, as
per the statement.

At the meeting, which
was attended by Urban De-
velopment and Housing
Minister Kailash Vijayvargi-
ya, Mayors and chairper-
sons of various local bo-
dies, and senior officials,
the Chief Minister issued
directions for the pipeline
leakages to be promptly re-
paired across the State,
cleaning of all water treat-

ment plants and drinking
water storage tanks, and
monitoring through a GIS
map-based app.

The campaign will also
feature leakage detection
using robots, quality test-
ing of all drinking water
sources, and GIS mapping
of water and sewer pipe-
lines, identification of in-
tersection points and leak-
age checks.

Polymicrobial presence
The tragedy in Indore’s
Bhagirathpura that began
last month has claimed

eight lives, as per govern-
ment records.

However, compensation
of ¥2 lakh announced for
the kin of the deceased has
been provided to 18 fami-
lies, indicating that the ac-
tual death toll could be
higher.

Various tests on samples
collected from across Bha-
girathpura have confirmed
a polymicrobial presence
in the Indore Municipal
Corporation  (IMC)-sup-
plied water, including bac-
terium like Faecal coliform,
E-coli and Vibrio cholera,
viruses and parasites.

Protest march
Meanwhile, several top
Congress leaders and
workers carried out a prot-
est march ‘Nyay Yatra’ in
Indore and demanded re-
moval of Mr. Vijayvargiya
and Indore Mayor Pushya-
mitra Bhargava. The Con-
gress also sought an FIR
against those responsible
for the tragedy, while de-
manding a probe by a sit-
ting judge of the Madhya
Pradesh High Court.

M.P. launches clean drinking water campaign amid diarrhoea outbreak

STIRAT U1U & S 7 YT A Waes Uaerd AU = fasan

¢ The Madhya Pradesh government has launched a State-wide campaign to ensure clean
drinking water in all rural and urban areas, amid the diarrhoea outbreak in Indore city due
to government-supplied contaminated water that has claimed several lives.
A Y WRPR 1 SR WER B WHRT 3Mfd & gfita urit & Hat srafar yaig & &9,
fored &g @ &t i 712 7, Tt aredtor oiR wred et & e U gafyd e & fa
ot Sifi I farar §

e The two-phase campaign was announced at a high-level meeting chaired by Chief
Minister Mohan Yadav on Saturday.
& TRUT aTet ST St GV AfER $F G Hig a16d &1 el 1 g8 ST
CLEEEARIE)

e As per a government statement, the ‘Swachh Jal Abhiyan (Clean Water Campaign)’ will
be conducted in two phases.
WER T & IR, G T AT (A aTex HUA)Y HI &t TN & Il Sem

e Phase 1 from January 10 to February 28, and Phase 2 from March 1 to 31.
TOT 1 10 TG & 28 WA T, 3R °R01 2 1 A & 31 A dH

e “The government is committed to strengthening management systems to ensure the supply
of safe and pure drinking water to all citizens. A system of ‘Jal Sunwai’ (water hearings)
has been put in place to address public drinking water issues, which officials have been
directed to handle with utmost seriousness,” Mr. Yadav said, as per the statement.
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At the meeting, which was attended by Urban Development and Housing Minister Kailash
Vijayvargiya, Mayors and chairpersons of various local bodies, and senior officials, the
Chief Minister issued directions for the pipeline leakages to be promptly repaired across the
State, cleaning of all water treatment plants and drinking water storage tanks, and
monitoring through a GIS map-based app.

S H 2edt faepT vd e /= e fasrgatifa, werd, fafis v fAeml &
Jremed, 3R aivy RBRY Wfid gu, gt gerw=it 7 WX IT & uIsuarg died & @avd
R, I e MY T 3R UTSTd HSRUT ¢! 3t WIS, TUT GIS AFfE-3MuTRd 8
& A1eaH A R & Fdw e

The campaign will also feature leakage detection using robots, quality testing of all
drinking water sources, and GIS mapping of water and sewer pipelines, identification of
intersection points and leakage checks.

T H idie & ATy | dtee &1 gdl avrHT, I Uhere Aidi ot qurasT ofid, 941 od
gvﬂwmﬁelsﬂm,mﬁgeﬁﬁwaﬁ?mmmw

Polymicrobial presence

The tragedy in Indore’s Bhagirathpura that began last month has claimed eight lives, as
per government records.

ReTd & IuR od 7R T& 58 3R & UITRYRT 3 57 F9et § 3s @il &Y
S TS 8
However, compensation of ¥2 lakh announced for the kin of the deceased has been
provided to 18 families, indicating that the actual death toll could be higher.
gIdlifes G| & TRl & foTd Tt €2 AT & G3HTaS &1 18 URaR! &1 foar man g, o
Toba firerar | i arafae qog Sem siftre 8 aadt §
Various tests on samples collected from across Bhagirathpura have confirmed a
polymicrobial presence in the Indore Municipal Corporation (IMC)-supplied water,
including bacterium like Faecal coliform, E-coli and Vibrio cholera, viruses and parasites.

HITRYRT ¥ Tohal fobu ¢ T IR fopw 7w faftsr adlerit 3 R =R fm (iMc) gy 3mgf
fpu 7w Ut # uiehwgwifaaa sufRifa @1 gfY o1 8, v Wled Sidiw, §-Hiars ik
fafsrt SYeRT SR SEIRAT, IrRE SR weid! e €

Protest march

Meanwhile, several top Congress leaders and workers carried out a protest march ‘Nyay
Yatra’ in Indore and demanded removal of Mr. Vijayvargiya and Indore Mayor
Pushyamitra Bhargava.

39§19 B MY ST Aarsif 3R sridaisi 7 SR & <1 grEr & ded [OR1Y A Reran
3R A fasraartfa aur $ER & ek qsafis urfa &) gem &t 7i &

The Congress also sought an FIR against those responsible for the tragedy, while
demanding a probe by a sitting judge of the Madhya Pradesh High Court.

BT A 39 Aa! & foIe ForieR | o fEIdTh FIR ST ART &1, 1Y 81 78 W= 3
AT & qAAT A= gRT A" 31 off 7 B
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Countdown to launch of
PSLV-C62 mission begins

The vehicle, carrying an earth observation satellite and 15 ‘co-passengers’ developed by Indian and

overseas customers, is set to lift off at 10.17 a.m today; it is the 105th launch from Sriharikota

The !!n!u !ureau

BENGALURU

he 22.5-hour count-
T down to the launch

of the Polar Satel-
lite Launch Vehicle (PSLV),
carrying an earth observa-
tion satellite and 15 co-pas-
senger satellites, com-
menced at the Satish
Dhawan Space Centre in
Sriharikota on Sunday.

The Indian Space Re-
search Organisation (ISRO)
is scheduled to launch the
PSLV-C62/EOS-N1 Mission
at 10.17 a.m. on Monday
from the first launch pad of
the Satish Dhawan Space
Centre. This will be the
105th launch from Srihari-
kota. It will also be the 64th
flight of the Polar Satellite
Launch Vehicle and the
fifth mission of the PSLV-
DL variant.

The 15 co-passenger sa-
tellites have been deve-
loped by start-ups and aca-
demic institutions from
India and abroad. The
EOS-N1 satellite is said to
have been built for strateg-
ic purposes.

“It is a commercial mis-
sion of NewSpace India Li-
mited (NSIL). EOS-N1 and
14 co-passenger satellites

The ISRO said that after the injection of EOS-N1 and 14 satellites, the PS4 stage will be re-started to
de-boost and enter a re-entry trajectory, followed by KID Capsule separation. @isro/X

will be injected into a Sun
Synchronous Orbit and
KID Capsule into a re-entry
trajectory,” the ISRO said.
It added that after the
injection of EOS-N1 and 14
satellites, the PS4 stage will
be re-started to de-boost
and enter a re-entry trajec-
tory, followed by KID Cap-
sule separation. “Both PS4
stage and KID Capsule will
re-enter into Earth’s At-
mosphere and impact will

be in the South Pacific
Ocean,” the ISRO said.

The 15 co-passengers
are: Theos-2 earth obser-
vation satellite built jointly
by Thailand and the UK.;
CGUSAT by Dhruva Space
(India); DSUSAT by Dhruva
Space; MOI-1 by Dhruva
Space and Takeme2Space
(India); LACHIT by Dhruva
Space and and Don Bosco
University (India); Thy-
bolt-3 by Dhruva Space;

Countdown to launch of PSLV-C62 mission begins

PSLV-C62 fi= & gaiuur 3t 3adt fdl 3=

The vehicle, carrying an earth observation satellite and 15 ‘co-passengers’ developed by
Indian and overseas customers, is set to lift o[ at 10.17 a.m today; it is the 105th launch

from Sriharikota

Munal by Nepal university
Antharkshya  Pratishtan
(Nepal) and MEA, Gol; KID
Capsule by Orbital Para-
digm (Spain) and RIDE!
(France); Edusat by AlltoS-
pace (Brazil); Uaisat by All-
toSpace; Galaxy Explorer
by AlltoSpace; Orbital
Temple by AlltoSpace; Al-
debaran-1 by AlltoSpace;
Sanskarsat by Laxman
Gyanpith (India); and Ayul-
Sat by OrbitAid (India).

YR SR fag=h ures! gRT fawRia gt sraaied STIg 3R 15 “BI-UAeR & d S arar
Ig I TSl YaE 10.17 It TG 17 aran §; a8 MeRater A 105ai yaqor g

The 22.5-hour countdown to the launch of the Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV),
carrying an earth observation satellite and 15 co-passenger satellites, commenced at the
Satish Dhawan Space Centre in Sriharikota on Sunday.

TR dedrse
FrAgE e

dig @IHd (PSLV) & U&TU & fog 22.5 G @1 Iael Rrdt, fos tep gedt
TG ITE 3R 15 Y- SUUE Hd g, Iaar &1 SfeRepier ud Tt va= siafver

The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) is scheduled to launch the PSLV-
C62/EOS-N1 Mission at 10.17 a.m. on Monday from the first launch pad of the Satish
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Dhawan Space Centre.

YR 3faf¥es U™ WS (ISRO) PSLV-C62/E0S-N1 fi=M &1 HiHaR Ja8 10.17
IO T 4a Siae $E F Ugd i TS Q HAfd B aren

This will be the 105th launch from Sriharikota.

T8 Mefvewier A 105ai yagor g

It will also be the 64th night of the Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle and the fifth mission of
the PSLV-DL variant.

I Yok Aedrse Al Grpd o1 64dY IS 3R PSLV-DL aRNGe o1 uiwrat forwr +ft grm

The 15 co-passenger satellites have been developed by start-ups and academic
institutions from India and abroad.

15 E-IT STIE HRd 3R fad=i & werd-3r 3R Aeifdre TR gR1 fawfyd forg e §
The EOS-N1 satellite is said to have been built for strategic purposes.

Hel 1 § f E0OS-N1 SUHE &I Iv-ifae Sexal & fore s=man mar @

“It is a commercial mission of NewSpace India Limited (NSIL). EOS-N1 and 14 co-
passenger satellites will be injected into a Sun Synchronous Orbit and KID Capsule into a
re-entry trajectory,” the ISRO said.

ISRO A %1, “U8 g9 gfear fiftrs (NSIL) &1 ue aaraanfis = 81 EOS-N1 3R 14
Tg-ur IuUE! &1 I R 3iffde & 3R KID Foga o1 $-¢t Soiaedt & wifud o
ST
It added that after the injection of EOS-N1 and 14 satellites, the PS4 stage will be re-started
to de-boost and enter a re-entry trajectory, followed by KID Capsule separation.

I ST AT f EOS-N1 3R 14 SUUGT & TR & 916 PS4 TS DI S1-FFE T & forg
%wmmﬁwﬂwéﬁﬂﬁmm SR 91E KID $RIA BT JATHT

“Both PS4 stage and KID Capsule will re-enter into Earth’s Atmosphere and impact will be
in the South Pacific Ocean,” the ISRO said.

ISRO 7 &g, “PS4 T 3R KID ST aH! gt & argrse H GH: Y= S 3R IAHT gHTd
gf&ror U=Iid HETERR H g

The 15 co-passengers are: Theos-2 earth observation satellite built jointly by Thailand
and the U.K.; CGUSAT by Dhruva Space (India); DSUSAT by Dhruva Space; MOI-1 by
Dhruva Space and Takeme2Space (India); LACHIT by Dhruva Space and and Don
Bosco University (India); Thybolt-3 by Dhruva Space; Munal by Nepal university
Antharkshya Pratishtan (Nepal) and MEA, Gol; KID Capsule by Orbital Paradigm (Spain)
and RIDE! (France); Edusat by AlltoSpace (Brazil); Uaisat by AlltoSpace; Galaxy
Explorer by AlltoSpace; Orbital Temple by AlltoSpace; Aldebaran-1 by AlltoSpace;
Sanskarsat by Laxman Gyanpith (India); and AyulSat by OrbitAid (India).

15 G-I §: Theos-2 Gt Saaid - SUUE, o UTEA'S 3R I, &. A Ygad U J F1;
CUSAT $fdT T (WIRd) GRT; DSUSAT ${aT T GIRT; MOI-1 ¢faT T 3R Takeme2Space
(MTRd) RT; LACHIT a1 T 3R ST9 a1%ah! fAyfemad (WRd) §RT; Thybolt-3 4T ¥
ERT; Munal uTd fagfaemey siaed ufag™ (Aurd) iR MEA, YR TR GRT; KID $&Id
siifdfea WRreT3H (W) SR RIDE! (i) §RT; Edusat AlltoSpace (STefd) §RT; Usat All
Space gIRT; Galaxy Explorer All Space gIRT; Orbital Temple AlltoSpace gRRT; Aldebaran-1
AlltoSpace ERRT; Sanskar Sat W&HUT JIFUIS (HIRH) GRT; 3R AyulSat OrbitAid (HRd) §RT
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Context window: AI's
short-term memory

Vasudevan Mukunth

n the context of artificial
l intelligence (Al), specifically large
language models (LLMs) like

GPT-5 and Claude, the context
window is the maximum amount of
text the model can consider at any
one time while generating a response.
Al models don’t read words; instead
they read chunks of characters called
tokens. Typically 1 token is roughly
equivalent to 0.75 words (in English),
s0 1,000 tokens will represent around
750 words. So when a model has a
context window of 8,000 tokens, for
example, it means it can handle
roughly 6,000 words of data at once.
Each context window needs to hold
three things simultaneously: the rules
telling the Al how to behave; the
history of the current chat; and the
space required for the Al to generate
its next answer.

If the limit is 8,000 tokens and your
conversation history is 7,900 tokens
long, the Al only has 100 tokens left. If
a conversation exceeds the context
window, the model might start
deleting the oldest parts of the
conversation.

The context window is linked to the
computational resources available to
the model. If you increase the context
window length by 2x, the power

Al models don’t read words; instead, they read
chunks of characters called tokens. SOLEN
FEYISSA/UNSPLASH

required increases by roughly 4x. So
models with larger windows are much
more expensive to run.

Sometimes, even if a model can
accept a lakh tokens, it may struggle
to find a piece of information buried
in the middle. This is called the ‘lost
in the middle’ phenomenon.

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in

with the subject ‘Daily page’

Context window: Al’s short-
term memory

H’c."‘l-f fast: t{\?«l'li G|
PpIferd Wi

° In the context of artificial
intelligence (Al), specifically large
language models (LLMs) like GPT-
5 and Claude, the context window
is the maximum amount of text the
model can consider at any one time
while generating a response.
gfew (Al & Jed 7, faRw
¥U Y GPT-5 3R Claude S 98
UIYT HISd (LLMs) H, Plewe fast
I8 Sifereas 9 ¢ fora-n uTe Ared
fohll IR &I I THT Uh IR o
T 9ol ¢l
° Al models don’t read words;
instead they read chunks of
characters called tokens.

Al HISd eg g1 Ugd, Sfcdh o 3HeR!

% Y Ugd & fT% e &gl ordl
gl
. Typically 1 token is roughly

equivalent to 0.75 words (in
English), so 1,000 tokens will
represent around 750 words.
1 B T 0.75 eal
&raryﬁ ﬁ % SRR Bidl 5, 3HfeT
1,000 eﬁa»—-raﬂw 750 TGl BT
gfaffia #d 1

e So when a model has a context window of 8,000 tokens, for example, it means it can handle
roughly 6,000 words of data at once.

Wi%«maaw Oied &l PicRe fdet 8,000 TPd &1 BT 7, Al 39pT S B fb ag Tp IR &
ATTHIT 6,000 WG] BT ST FHTA Thdl g

e Each context window needs to hold three things simultaneously: the rules telling the Al
how to behave; the history of the current chat; and the space required for the Al to

generate its next answer.

YD hlcRe Aol Bl T Y di e GHS! 8t 8: Al B HY IIER BT ¢ I8 ga ardl
P, Hicier e &1 gfaeT™, SR Al & SATA IR & o e RIH|

o If the limit is 8,000 tokens and your conversation history is 7,900 tokens long, the Al only has
100 tokens left.
gfe T 8,000 T B 3R SHTUH! ST BT 36T 7,900 TP Tl &, TN Al F UTH Hadl 100
P g FId 5

e |f a conversation exceeds the context window, the model might start deleting the oldest
parts of the conversation.
g I Fieae fASt T 3 9 1t 8, O Aied aradid & Jad R 3l &t gern I&
&R bl ¢

e The context window is linked to the computational resources available to the model.
PleRe [JSI Alsd &l IUdH P G I J! gt 3

o If you increase the context window length by 2x, the power required increases by roughly 4x.
Il 1T PIcae fdS! B AaTs 2 AT IGTd 5, A1 ATAIAD k] TTHT 4 AT ¢ el 5

e So models with larger windows are much more expensive to run.

=iy 9t faS) arel afsd T § o8 3t 7ed 81 g
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e Sometimes, even if a model can accept a lakh tokens, it may struggle to find a piece of
information buried in the middle.

F-FR, U § DS OIS TP ARG S WIHR IR 9ol g1, R off 39 o9 o gt frsht
BRI B g § BiSTE 8 gobd! g

e This is called the ‘lost in the middle’ phenomenon.

Y dive 349 ¢ fuse ufvgedr

Ca IR

GS Paper lll: Environment,

TOPICS COVERED

| 12 January 2026

1. | CGWB flags major contamination of groundwater in Andhra Pradesh
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AfY <faror A w1 gyt AfYPRY ) HHSIR Sl &: WMemdi|

CGWB flags major contamination
of groundwater in Andhra Pradesh

V. Raghavendra

VIJAYAWADA

The Central Ground Water
Board (CGWB) has stated
in its Annual Ground Water
Quality Report, 2025 that
Andhra Pradesh is one of
the States facing wides-
pread contamination of

groundwater as per the BIS
standards.
However, the report

notes that the monsoon
had shown some improve-
ment in water quality, par-
ticularly in the areas affect-
ed by high electrical
conductivity (EC) and
fluoride.

“Elevated uranium con-
centrations exceeding 30
parts per billion (ppb)
were detected sporadically
in Andhra Pradesh and

Health hazard: High madence of residual sodlum carbonate
beyond permissible limits was recorded in Andhra Pradesh. V. RAJU

four other States,” the re-
port mentioned. High inci-
dence of residual sodium
carbonate beyond permis-
sible limits was also record-
ed in Andhra Pradesh
(26.87% of the samples
analysed).

The groundwater quali-
ty alerts issued by the
CGWB during June 2024--

March 2025 highlighted
the high incidence of ni-
trate, iron, fluoride, chro-
mium, cobalt, manganese,
nickel, zinc, arsenic, sele-
nium, cadmium, lead, and
uranium, with notable
concerns in Andhra Pra-
desh and eight other
States. Andhra Pradesh
and some other States

were found to be facing
seawater intrusion in coas-
tal aquifers, which was at-
tributed to high levels of
electrical conductivity.

Uranium hotspots
Sixteen villages in Sri Sath-
ya Sai district, and three in
Tirupati district were
found to have uranium le-
vels exceeding 30 ppb.

Five villages were identi-
fied as arsenic hotspots,
where the concentration of
the heavy metal exceeded
10 ppb. Fluoride contami-
nation above 1.50 mg/l in
areas, especially hard rock
aquifers in Andhra Pra-
desh, where over-extrac-
tion enhances the mobili-
sation of fluoride-bearing
minerals, was one of the
major findings.
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CGWB flags major contamination of groundwater in Andhra Pradesh

CGWB = 3l WexT & Yord & 7R ugyur o ffea far

The Central Ground Water Board (CGWB) has stated in its Annual Ground Water Quality
Report, 2025 that Andhra Pradesh is one of the States facing widespread contamination
of groundwater as per the BIS standards.

FHET YA IS (CGWB) A 3T+t a1ffep ywrer Turan feuid, 2025 & Fe1 @ o Sy wa=r 34
T B ¥ U ¢ gt BIS HIFDI & SR YoId $T ATIS WgWOT U1 771 §

However, the report notes that the monsoon had shown some improvement in water
quallty particularly in the areas affected by high electrical conductivity (EC) and fluoride.

, RO & o1 71 © b ORI & SR o Uil § $9 JUR <[ T, fORy 0 ¥
3= electrical conductivity (EC) 3R fluoride J YT &3 o

“Elevated uranium concentrations exceeding 30 parts per billion (ppb) were detected
sporadically in Andhra Pradesh and four other States,” the report mentioned.

e & Ieora foram %‘ & “30 parts per billion (ppb) ¥ 31fYI& uranium concentrations
3T TR 3R AR 3= Is4l # fyeye =u § urg T

High incidence of residual sodium carbonate beyond permissible limits was also recorded
in Andhra Pradesh (26.87% of the samples analysed).

STHYT AT § 31 residual sodium carbonate @1 3= AT ot 3fief U= H &l &1 T3
(Faxafa 3 37 26.87%)

The groundwater quality alerts issued by the CGWB during June 2024-March 2025
highlighted the high incidence of nitrate, iron, fluoride, chromium, cobalt, manganese,
nickel, zinc, arsenic, selenium, cadmium, lead, and uranium, with notable concerns in
Andhra Pradesh and eight other States.

CGWB gRRT 5[+ 2024-9Td 2025 & 3 I SIRT Yyold ura=it 3rac A nitrate, iron, fluoride,
chromium, cobalt, manganese, nickel, zinc, arsenic, selenium, cadmium, lead, and

uranium 31 I IURRIFT BT Y@ifoha fopar T, freH aiis we=T SiR 8iTe 3=y w4l H faxi
fefar Stars T

Andhra Pradesh and some other States were found to be facing seawater intrusion in
coastal aquifers, which was attributed to high levels of electrical conductivity.

TS TR 3R P Y 41 | coastal aquifers H seawater intrusion & JHRI UFS TS,
fOrIhT HRUT 3 electrical conductivity ST T

Uranium hotspots

\:‘ﬁ A4 A4

Sixteen villages in Sri Sathya Sai district, and three in Tirupati district were found to have
uranium levels exceeding 30 ppb.

Sri Sathya Sai district & 16 T} 3/R Tirupati district & o1 Gl § 30 ppb I 3ifI®
uranium levels UIU T[T

Five villages were identified as arsenic hotspots, where the concentration of the heavy
metal exceeded 10 ppb.

:ﬁ'iilﬂiﬁaﬁarsenic hotspots%ﬂﬁ%ﬂw,ﬁﬁwwmﬁwm ppbﬁ&lﬁl?ﬁ

Fluoride contamination above 1.50 mg/l in areas, especially hard rock aquifers in Andhra
Pradesh, where over-extraction enhances the mobilisation of fluoride-bearing minerals,
was one of the major findings.

1.50 mg/l ¥ 3{fYF fluoride contamination, [ARY U ¥ 3fi$] WS & hard rock aquifers =4
SIgl over-extraction I fluoride-bearing minerals CARIGEUNE| aa—cﬁ % e frepuf a9 Th
Ul
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Environment Ministry funds sought
for forest management committees

Abhinay Lakshman
NEW DELHI

The Ministry of Tribal Af-
fairs is in talks with the Mi-
nistry of Environment,
Forests, and Climate
Change for funding the
management of communi-
ty forest resources, for
which rights have been
vested in gram sabhas of
tribal communities and
other forest-dwellers
across the country under
the Forest Rights Act
(FRA), government officials
said.

Officials of both Minis-
tries met over it recently,
and the Tribal Affairs Mi-
nistry is also planning to
write to the Environment
Ministry formally on this
matter, a top official told
The Hindu, adding that this
was necessary to “correct
the perception” that the
forest bureaucracy was at
odds with the goals of com-
munity-led forest resource
management.

Officials of the Tribal Affairs and Environment Ministries discussed
the funding issue recently. FILE PHOTO

For the last 20 years, the
FRA has recognised the
historical rights of Sche-
duled Tribe communities
and other forest-dwellers
on the forests they have
lived in and around and
vested these rights in them
through FRA titles for spec-
ific sets of rights. Under the
FRA, gram sabhas are en-
titled to include communi-
ty forest resource rights
(CFR) over areas “they
have been traditionally
protecting, regenerating,
conserving and managing
for sustainable use”.

In 2023, the Tribal Af-
fairs Ministry issued guide-
lines for the management
of forests for which CFR
rights had already been
granted to gram sabhas.

These guidelines pro-
vided for setting up CFR
management committees
under the title-holding
gram sabhas, mandating
that conservation and
management plans be
drawn up by the commun-
ities before the Forest De-
partment is called in to
align them with the Envi-
ronment Ministry’s work-

ing plan codes. The Union
government is now looking
to rope in the Environment
Ministry to fund the CFR
management comumittees
that are being set up under
the FRA.

One senior official said,
“The CFRM committees
will need resources and
help in functioning. They
will need the funds to hire
officials, prepare plans,
and even train their own
community’s people in
running the day-to-day op-
erations. The idea is to get
funding help from the En-
vironment Ministry for this
as well.”

A meeting at the level of
Secretaries of both Minis-
tries was held over the last
month. “If needed, safe-
guards can be built in to
ensure that the planning of
forest conservation and
management remains
community-led and is not
necessarily taken over by
the forest department,”
one of the officials said.

Environment Ministry funds sought for forest management committees

a4 Uy Affifadl & fore yafavor @amera @ 949 91 /T

e The Ministry of Tribal Affairs is in talks with the Ministry of Environment, Forests, and
Climate Change for funding the management of community forest resources, for which
rights have been vested in gram sabhas of tribal communities and other forest-dwellers
across the country under the Forest Rights Act (FRA), government officials said.

TSI ST {1 S 4R H SIS 99
iR Srftferaw (FRA) & ded ffed wrger

A

SRR

3 gAITRIAY &t UTH FHT3M 7 a9

R 1 |1l & USYE & o oF Sudasy
PR B AR YATaRT, a1 TG werarg gRad= HArerd § S1aaid &R W61 6, WHRT siferatieal

o Officials of both Ministries met over it recently, and the Tribal Affairs Ministry is also
planning to write to the Environment Ministry formally on this matter, a top official told The
Hindu, adding that this was necessary to “correct the perception” that the forest
bureaucracy was at odds with the goals of community-led forest resource management.

S Tl & SfRTIRET A 8T 81 H 39 WR 96 i, 3R SIS ST HATad 59 favg R

RS FU & gGiaR0T HATA &1 U3 forg= 3t o IoHT a1 38T 7, T 2 Sifieit =1 g g

DI IANT, 3R Bl [ T8 “IF YRUN B GYRA” & T 31a=aa ¢ b a1 Arp=mgt aqer-
ﬁaamﬁmwmwm%a&u‘r%%ﬁa%

o For the last 20 years, the FRA has recognised the historical rights of Scheduled Tribe
communities and other forest-dwellers on the forests they have lived in and around and
vested these rights in them through FRA titles for specific sets of rights.
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HeH ¥ 3% UG fpa @

Under the FRA, gram sabhas are entitled to include community forest resource rights
(CFR) over areas “they have been traditionally protecting, regenerating, conserving and
managing for sustainable use”.

FRA & d8d, AT AHTS B 3 &3 IR AU a1 AT fIPBR (CFR) M B BT
gﬁw%“ﬁ%‘éWW@er, goifaH, ae 3R Idd ST & fore Ueifid #vd @
In 2023, the Tribal Affairs Ministry issued guidelines for the management of forests for
which CFR rights had already been granted to gram sabhas.

2023 H SIS R AT A 37 a1 & JaeE & fore femmfad=r ot fav, oM fore cFR
ARYBR Ted & wma qutait & fgu o1 g% 3
These guidelines provided for setting up CFR management committees under the title-
holding gram sabhas, mandating that conservation and management plans be drawn up
by the communities before the Forest Department is called in to align them with the
Environment Ministry’s working plan codes.

[ & ggTamt Ut FUT3HT o d8d CFR WaeH AfAfaal & 64 &1 wraum fovar T,
mwwmw%wwmwmmmméwaﬁm 39 Uga fb
3% UATaRUl HATAT & BTAASTHT IS & SIFY DR & 1078 g fTYRT BT AT e

The Union government is now looking to rope in the Environment Ministry to fund the CFR
management committees that are being set up under the FRA.

&g EXBR 3fd FRA & dgd 71idd &1 ol Y61 CFR YaHH Afdfaal &1 faquiitd o & forg
TgiaRUT HATAT &1 WA HA R AR It @

One senior official said, “The CFRM committees will need resources and help in functioning.
They will need the funds to hire officials, prepare plans, and even train their own
community’s people in running the day-to-day operations. The idea is to get funding help
from the Environment Ministry for this as well.”

% IRy ST A Fel, “CFRM FRIfaa ) & 5= & fore Tnel iR gt o
TRl It 3¢ SiftraTial &1 fAgfad, TN R &4, 3R U= T & Al &l
N T T BT URier 39 ¥ fae o iRy g1 39 SERa & fo wafaRur e 9
foxfta geradT o &1 faaR &

A meeting at the level of Secretaries of both Ministries was held over the last month.

S HaATerdl & Afedl & TR R IS A8 T 966 i &1 T8

“If needed, safeguards can be built in to ensure that the planning of forest conservation
and management remains community-led and is not necessarily taken over by the forest
department,” one of the officials said.

TH SAfUSTRY A T, “afg &Wgwaﬁgﬁi&nuﬁm@%waﬁﬁ%mﬁsmw&maﬁv
YaeE $I Ao TYGR-Aged ATl 91 36 3R 3 3ifHad 0 a= fqum s gy g9 o
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Conservation practices in the Global
South undermine rights: researchers

In an article in Nature, a group of researchers, including many from India, has argued for greater rights, agency, and education among communities; as the late conservationist

Madhav Gadgil put it, “Talk of many thi

Divya Gandhi

xactly 20 years ago, forest
rangers in Chitwan National
Park in Nepal nabbed a farmer,
Shikharam Chaudhary, who
they believed helped his son bury, in his
own backyard, a stolen rhino horn. The
rangers interrogated him and
waterboarded him in prison.

Days later, Chaudhary died. No horn
was found. But the large and wealthy
global conservation organisation World
Wildlife Fund (WWF) curiously
campaigned for the charges filed against
the rangers to be dropped, and won. The
story came to light in an investigation by
BuzzFeed News in 2019.

But two decades after this murder, the
colonial legacy in the world of
conservation, of privileging individual
wildlife over human well-being, endures
in the Global South. One article in the
latest edition of Nature suggests the
marginalisation and “othering” - the
treatment of people as “different”, or
creating an “us” versus “them” narrative -
continues to affect indigenous people
when conservation projects are
concerned.

The discourse on racism in
conservation was renewed by the Black
Lives Matter protests of 2020. The authors
of the paper, many of whom are Indian
scientists, instead propose a framework
for more “inclusive” conservation that
supports the human rights of black,
indigenous and people of colour (BIPOC)
communities, and nature, by countering
exclusion.

The colonial legacy n the workd of conservation, of privieging indhidual wldife overhurman well-being,
endures in the Global South. M. SATHYAMOORTHYTHE HINOU

ee

1800s, when indigenous people were
portrayed as “uncivilised” and racially
inferior. They rationalised the latter’s
extermination and the appropriation of
their territories, especially in India and in
African colonies. Today, “conservation
campaigns and initiatives, particularly
through campaigns aimed at the Western
public, often value wild animals over
BIPOC people,” the paper added.

In Indla the British colonial

A great othering Games in India
‘The history of mmenaunn has a)ways
been 5le€ptd in injustice

and racism, said the paper: ‘Olhermg in
conservation has pnrn:mly occuri

against BIPOC communities, and is
exacerbated in the global south, where
governance systems and the rule of law
and protection of both individual and
collective nghls are often weaker.”

‘The main players in this form of
discrimination are the wealthy elite,
multi-national corporations, and the
inheritance of the colonial penchant for a
“pristine” wilderness devoid of people.

Colonial rulers routinely forced

created public works
projects such as perennial irrigation and
railways. But they also instituted
mechanisms to displace local

(for forestry, i
development and conservation) and
created game reserves where the elite
could hunt wildlife for sport.

The authors use the recent example of
the tiger Avni, killed in 2018, to illustrate
urban-rural divisions in conservation.
There was intense public outrage.
“Notably, little mention was made of the
number, names or ages of the children

peoples and out
of protected areas. However, the paper
said, although conservation “has evolved
substantially to be more inclusive,” the
racist European colonial past has created
a roadmap for continued marginalisation.

The scientists elaborate that the

modern conservation movement began
during the European colonial era in the

left following Avni's killing of at
least 13 rural villagers,” the authors
added. Mumbai’s animal lovers
demanded “justice” for the tigress and
her cubs, chanting “Avni’s kids, nation’s
kids”.

“Along with that, when these animals,
elephants, wild pigs, crocodiles, have left
forest areas or sanctuaries to raid crops or

s, not just air and water and the bird that sir

Barely 200 years ago, the Niligiris
were completely managed by
indigenous communities who today
have almost no voice at all. They are
marginalised on virtually every count

TARSH THEKAEKARA
The Shola Trust

kill people, either little has been done, or
compensation has been limited,” the
paper’s co-author Kartik Shanker, a
professor at the Centre for Ecological
Sciences, Indian Institute of Science,
Bengaluru, told The Hindu.

Wildlife conservation in India is still
dominated by the urban elite, by certain
castes, with their privileged and often
Western views of what conservation is, he
added. This brings with it a combination
of outdated notions of “pristine nature”
and neoliberal views of monetising
conservation, e.g., ecotourism for the
rich, as well as animal-rights-centric
opposition to traditional fonm of use that

5. but of men and money and economic reforms...

“offences™ were “trespassing forest land”
in which they had lived for generations,
collecting honey and cultivating ginger in
the forest.

Gadgil's paradigm shift
‘The new work argues for greater rights,
agency, and education among
communities. As the late peoples’
conservationist and scholar Madhav
Gadgil put it in his autobiography, “Talk
of many things, not just air and water and
the bird that sings, but of men and money
and economic reforms...”

There have been many movements to
make conservation more people-centric
in India. Ashish Kothari’s Kalpavriksh,
Madhav Gadgil's work on People’s
Biodiversity Registers, and Keystone’s
work in the Nilgiris are some examples.

Most of the progress has been at the
level of “ideas”, another co-author, Tarsh
Thekaekara, trustee of The Shola Trust,
told The Hindu: “The concept of
coexistence has become mainstream,
even in India. Forest departments
everywhere now use the language of
coexistence, and there’s a broad
recognition that the old fortress
conservation model is no longer viable.”

But the prevailing notion of “a pristine

Iderness without human
casts local people “as enemies, rather
than custodians of nature.”
Indigenous peoples and local
communities (IPLCs), on the contrary,
can be “very effective stewards of nature.”
“Dehumanisation” is not limited to
extreme events but is a “common
everyday occurrence,” present in many
societies even today, the paper continued.

In Nagarhole, there are ongoing
protests by the Jenu Kurubas. The Van

Gujjars in the Himalayas continue to be
dispossessed of their livelihoods and ways
of life, Dr. Thekaekara said. “Almost
everyw here you look, there are stories of
disy

‘The Nilgiris is a particularly stark
example, he added: “Barely 200 years
ago, this landscape was completely
managed by indigenous communities
who today have almost no voice at all.
They are marginalised on virtually every
count.”

The historical legacy of conservation

“cannot be easily undone,” said the
paper. Instead it proposes a four-step
framework to address the disparity:
engag)ng and supporting human rights,

5

can benefit local
In a 204 report in The Hindu, this
reporter found that between 2001 and
2011, 192 cases were registered against
tribal communities living in and around
Nagarahole National Park, violating the
Forest Rights Act. The tribal people’s

for and making space for the
agency of IPLCs, challenging the accepted
norms of how we engage with people
from BIPOC communities, and seeking
out new educational opportunities for
and from BIPOC communities.
divya.gandhi@thehindu.co.in

THE GIST

The death by torture of a
Nepalese farmer, Shikharam
Chaudhary, at the hands of
forest guards created no
ripples in the usual elite
circles. Instead, WWF
campaigned for charges to be
dropped

v

‘Othering’ has primarily been
against BIPOC communities.
The main players are the
wealthy elite, multi-national
corporations, and the
inheritance of the colonial
penchant for a pristine
wilderness devoid of people.
Today conservation often
values wild animals over
people

v

When the tiger Avni was killed
in 2018, there was intense
public outrage. Little mention
was made of Avni's killing of
13 villagers. Animal lovers
chanted ‘Avni’s kids, nation’s
kids’

Conservation practices in the Global South undermine rights: researchers.

aAfYye Sféror A T&or gUTE SMRUBRY B FHSIR Bl & MYUDdrl

e |nan article in Nature, a group of researchers, including many from India, has argued for
greater rights, agency, and education among communities.
R UEST § UH1IRI U o H, HRd 9igd &5 o=Nl & IMUBATS & Th 45 1 GG &
g aifires SR, TaTaTaT SR fRIe &T savasdr R &R fear 7

e As the late conservationist Madhav Gadgil put it, ‘Talk of many things, not just air and
water and the bird that sings, but of men and money and economic reforms...’
ST o fedTTa TReuTaTdl wrerd MSfe 3 et o, ‘bad gar, Ut iR T ardt ueht #° §
1, afew g, 99 iR anfifes gt &t o+ft ara g+t wnfw...

Colonial Legacy in Conservation
H&T H

o Exactly 20 years ago, forest rangers in Chitwan National Park in Nepal nabbed a farmer,
Shikharam Chaudhary, who they believed helped his son bury, in his own backyard, a stolen
rhino horn.

3P 20 T UTH, AUTH F RIaa A Uteh H 99 I5RT 7 T fhar RRER™ D) &
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gwmel, for W I8 fayr fovan T o 319 o= o 1 Hag &t o e &1 31 § Ue gRman
g S &1 W A F

e The rangers interrogated him and waterboarded him in prison.
IRI A I IB TS BT 3R O & 3P 1Y AT Dl

e Days later, Chaudhary died. No horn was found.
Fo fel 91, et $I /i gY 5| Ig Jivr 181 frem|

¢ But the large and wealthy global conservation organisation World Wildlife Fund (WWF)
curiously campaigned for the charges filed against the rangers to be dropped, and won.
A 7} 3R TG AP TRV TRIT I¢S ATSCSATZP S (WWF) 7 3folid aRE J YoRi &
e Tt SR &Y ge™ & forg ifiaT @, iR Siid TS|

e The story came to light in an investigation by BuzzFeed News in 2019.
g HEHI 2019 T THWIS qH B TH o § A TS |

e But two decades after this murder, the colonial legacy in the world of conservation, of
prioritizing individual wildlife over human well-being, endures in the Global South.
A 39 g1 & &l a2 arg off, TRewr o1 g & siufrafe favrya, S8l ara wearor §
R AT gaeitdl o 3@ AT 7, Taad A8y § o off 7+ g2 81

o One article in the latest edition of Nature suggests the marginalisation and “othering” — the
treatment of people as “different”, or creating an “us” versus “them” narrative — continues
to affect indigenous people when conservation projects are concerned.
AR & TAHaH YWHR0 § YHIRI Th oG FdTd & b FHRIATHROT 3R “IHGNIT” — AT Bl
“JERT” 1 IT “GH T A B HgHI T — 3i7ol Wt WRefor uiarerref o snfeardt aqerat
DI THIIT Bl 5|

e The discourse on racism in conservation was renewed by the Black Lives Matter protests of
2020.
TR&JUT H AeAIE R I9f B 2020 & s A1g09 A Hiaraql - b 3 Sfifad &2 faan|

o The authors of the paper, many of whom are Indian scientists, instead propose a framework
for more “inclusive” conservation that supports the human rights of black, indigenous
and people of colour (BIPOC) communities, and nature, by countering exclusion.
Y G b AGD, FH H R A7 §, T 3ifie “qHTa<i” HRaor &1 ¢ g3 €, s
ITPR ST GHTEa HRd gU H1a, Sfeandt ik T Jgerl (BIPOC) & UHa SifUaRY
3R YT T BT JHLT HRAT ]

A Great Othering

g “3fefar

e The history of conservation has always been steeped in marginalisation, injustice and
racism, said the paper.
G | HTT T & b TR0 HT Sfagr S0 ¥ FHRATHRT, =TT 3R -ReAdTg § 4R1 6T 5
e “Othering” in conservation has primarily occurred against BIPOC communities, and is
exacerbated in the Global South, where governance systems and the rule of law and
protection of both individual and collective rights are often weaker.

TREMUT H “ 3R q@Ic: BIPOC THEH & RAdTh §3M1 5, 3R I8 Tiiae arsy 7 ok +f ot
B I &, STeT X SIaRT, BT BT A, TUT ATRFTT 3R ATHeP ARGRI &1 JRem
TR FHAR Bl &

e The main players in this form of discrimination are the wealthy elite, multi-national
corporations, and the inheritance of the colonial penchant for a “pristine” wilderness
devoid of people.

T UBR & NaHId § g8 i o=t Sifteira v, agmdta sufar, Sk a9 fRd g
SiTer Bt SNufafRie T Aud 1
e Colonial rulers routinely forced indigenous peoples and communities out of protected
areas.
3Nufafie T! = SRR Snfeardt @l 3R THema! B WRfard & F SfeR S18R B |
o However, the paper said, although conservation “has evolved substantially to be more
inclusive,” the racist European colonial past has created a roadmap for continued
marginalisation.
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gIdTifr, oG Hadl § [ ot &) TRemr “hTwl g aa 3ifie TRl 9 ar 81, fh oft
TaTE R SufafRe sicfid 7 AR TRATERr & U T 3%t §1 fean g1

e The scientists elaborate that the modern conservation movement began during the European
colonial era in the 1800s, when indigenous people were portrayed as “uncivilised” and
racially inferior.

AP FAId § T MY TREUT 3T o YB3 1800 P S=TH & RIUTT fufaflRe g
& SR B8, I S ARl BT “I{W” 3R A U A i feam ma|

o They rationalised the latter’s extermination and the appropriation of their territories,
especially in India and in African colonies.

I2i fIRIY T § UIRd 3R it Iufaawl § 3% TR 3R 376! YH & g8u & 3
R

e Today, “conservation campaigns and initiatives,” particularly through campaigns aimed at
the Western public, often value wild animals over BIPOC people, the paper added.

TS, TG sl g fob “TReror ST oik ugal” &, @ ufdedt Siear &t aféra it &
AT ¥, SRR BIPOC @ T FHIR ST ATHER! &1 T a1 o7 g

Games in India

YR § W 3R I

¢ InIndia, the British colonial administration created public works projects such as perennial
irrigation and railways.

YRa H, fafewr shufrafre wemae 3 wirdt Riarg ok Yaways St adwe Aafo
RIS Y= B

o But they also instituted mechanisms to displace local communities (for forestry, plantations,
development and conservation) and created game reserves where the elite could hunt
wildlife for sport.
e I8 RITTT T F faATfd H o1 sgard ot 9918 (a1, wifexH, faem ek
TRe0T & o) SR A9 Rerd 91T 518t SifieiTd avf @ & for awgoiial o1 fRIeR &R 9% |

e The authors use the recent example of the tiger Avni, killed in 2018, to illustrate urban-rural
divisions in conservation.
TGP 2018 H ARY 715, T G- & GO SGTERUT BT SUIRT A& H RgI—ATHIor fguTe=
DI THIH & fo ad B

e There was intense public outrage.
T U WR g O+ S{TshI=T g3l

¢ “Notably, little mention was made of the number, names or ages of the children left
parentless following Avni’s killing of at least 13 rural villagers,” the authors added.
“TIRIAY § o 3@ gRT HH I &Y 13 UTtor Al &t g1 & 918 3Ty §U Tl &1 I,
71 39 1 UGG 5] Bl I (b1 7T41,” G| - SIS

¢ Mumbai’'s animal lovers demanded “justice” for the tigress and her cubs, chanting “Avni’s
kids, nation’s kids”.
Has & UR-AfET 3 S1fee 3R I g & T = @Y {4 B 3R ART T, “3ra &
I, U P I=|

e “Along with that, when these animals, elephants, wild pigs, crocodiles, have left forest
areas or sanctuaries to raid crops or kill people, either little has been done, or
compensation has been limited,” the paper’s co-author Kartik Shanker, a professor at the
Centre for Ecological Sciences, Indian Institute of Science, Bengaluru, told The Hindu.

‘TP 1Y g, 91F A AR, S gAY, SiTelt IR, WRWSS, SIS IT SIHIRUG! ¥ §TER TR
B Y B ¢ A1 AN P ARG §, 4 1 Al 9gd HH Har S § a1 garrawn AR war e,
I & e-oRad B bR, S R fage I, Srge & uifRufas fage s o
TR §, 71 g fg 3 ®anl

o Wildlife conservation in India is still dominated by the urban elite, by certain castes, with
their privileged and often Western views of what conservation is, he added.

IBi Sret for URe ® g=ueita WReor 3F o =gt srfieTma avf ok oo wifeal & aea A g,
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This brings with it a combination of outdated notions of “pristine nature” and neoliberal
views of monetising conservation, e.g., ecotourism for the rich, as well as animal-rights-
centric opposition to traditional forms of use that can benefit local communities.

TP Y “[E UPfa” Bt R SAYRUME 3R TREU BT GhPpd I3 S| Ta3eRATG! Ud IS
STt 8, I 3rfRY & forg gepiefveH, qut ug-3ifieR i a8 fady S urkufke Sudi & 34
w01 &% R § off RITT el & a1 Ugal ¥d g

In a 2014 report in The Hindu, this reporter found that between 2001 and 2011, 192 cases
were registered against tribal communities living in and around Nagarahole National Park,
violating the Forest Rights Act.

2014 T g fg ¥ UoIR1d Ue RUId & 39 Yargarar 3 urn f& 2001 A 2011 & &9 ARG
A T & YT Y84 aTel STfEaril TYerat & A 192 AR g (T Y, S a1
SR f¥fraw &1 I U

The tribal people’s “offences” were “trespassing forest land” in which they had lived for
generations, collecting honey and cultivating ginger in the forest.

TR ATl & ST “SRTY” T8 ¥ fob 9 39 a1 Y W 3rfaspaor o 35 o o8 d Gifedl 9
TEd 3T &, ST & RIGE §H5T B 3R 3R 3T I

Gadgil’s Paradigm Shift

Cdl

The new work argues for greater rights, agency, and education among communities.

g =11 31eqg- qerl | it SRR, Toivit 3R fR1en &) awad a3

As the late peoples’ conservationist and scholar Madhav Gadagil put it in his autobiography,
“Talk of many things, not just air and water and the bird that sings, but of men and
money and economic reforms...”

fedTd SH-TRemEre! 3R fag ATYa MR 3 Ut TG & BT T, “P8 ardl U T4t
sﬁ’rirri%q, Fad g4, Ut 3R IgasTd uferal 3t 5, afes $um, U9 iR o Gury

There have been many movements to make conservation more people-centric in India.
YRA B TR B 3P T-H%d 91 & T FF sficie gU gl
Ashish Kothari’s Kalpavriksh, Madhav Gadgil’s work on People’s Biodiversity
Registers, and Keystone’s work in the Nilgiris are some examples.

BT HUGe], 1T Mehd 1 fiued srasraaRidl e | &, 3R
Hafify ¥ P & o1 396 $© IaeR0 B
Most of the progress has been at the level of “ideas”, another co-author, Tarsh Thekaekara,
trustee of The Shola Trust, told The Hindu.
& 3 o¥e & o] SR Te-awD Tl ABTTHRT 3 & g A a1 i SIPeR TRy ofef 7
“fIaRl” & TR WE &3 71
“The concept of coexistence has become mainstream, even in India. Forest departments
everywhere now use the language of coexistence, and there’s a broad recognition that the old
fortress conservation model is no longer viable.”
“HE-3AFRIT B STYRON 3§ YR H Hft TBIURT 7 gt 8| a1 FAUTT 8% o8 31F Tg-31fa
BT UTHT BT ITANT B §, 3R T8 S U J AT S 81 § 7 R fraadt arem wvemr
Hisd 31§ Fder gl XeTl”
But the prevailing notion of “a pristine wilderness without human occupation” casts local
people “as enemies, rather than custodians of nature.”
Afp=T “HTT XRS5 STer ] TERIT RO R T B wophy ¥ R o aoT gRAe
F w0 I HRA B
Indigenous peoples and local communities (IPLCs), on the contrary, can be “very
effective stewards of nature.”
g% fauiia, Snfearft 3ik RITa TYSM (IPLCs) “UHTd & icdd GUTd TRer®” 81 9ahd ¢ |
“‘Dehumanisation” is not limited to extreme events but is a “common everyday
occurrence,” present in many societies even today, the paper continued.
G 3T HE ¢ [ “SMTAAHIOr Fad IRA Te131 a%b Wi e 5, Ffedh 3t oft B TaTSit
H 9% U “|MEg e e 7
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In Nagarhole, there are ongoing protests by the Jenu Kurubas.

7 S $oaT TG RT TR a1y Te<H 81 R B
The Van Gujjars in the Himalayas continue to be dispossessed of their livelihoods and
ways of life, Dr. Thekaekara said.

BT, AHTUH A T b feaTerd & 35 a1 a1 iR 317t ot 3ot SiofifaesT 3R Sha=-]alt §
CIECAGRNEIRGE]

“Almost everywhere you look, there are stories of dispossession.”

“3(T STt oft TN, T’ faarae 3 wgifaf firci

The Nilgiris is a particularly stark example, he added.

I Sret i Nl 391 1 oy U J $oR I gl

“Barely 200 years ago, this landscape was completely managed by indigenous
communities who today have almost no voice at all.

Ryt 200 T UEH, I8 31T T Re F Sfearit aqeral gRT s farar sirar o, et
3T TN IS SHTaTe el 38 TS B

They are marginalized on virtually every count.”

J T &R g H BTRA WR I feu e g1

The historical legacy of conservation “cannot be easily undone,” said the paper.

oG H Tl T B b TR Y AR faRTd 1 SR & T g fpar = wepan !
Instead it proposes a four-step framework to address the disparity.

TP SO T8 AT 9 fuer & o teh ar-Rofta grar vRgd ra1 |

Engaging and supporting human rights.

U PRI & 1Y fthg FTU F &1 3R ITbT THYT HRAT|

Advocating for and making space for the agency of IPLCs.

IPLCs 3t Toidil & oY IdhTerd 1 $iR 35 RIM &1

Challenging the accepted norms of how we engage with people from BIPOC
communities.

BIPOC TR & 1Tl ¥ I8 & Tdferd Aca! &I getdl 3|
Seeking out new educational opportunities for and from BIPOC communities.

BIPOC Tl & fory iR I8 A Q&I JUTa=Te Iamem |
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‘Issue catastrophe bonds to manage disaster-linked risks’

ITUST A o S & yaeH & fig Frere vl ais Wkt fPe S
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‘Issue catastrophe
bonds to manage
disaster-linked risks’

Til
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Having battled natural dis-
asters almost on an annual
basis in recent years, Kera-
la has asked the Union go-
vernment to consider insti-
tuting ‘catastrophe bonds’
as protection against disas-
ter-linked losses.

The request is part of
Kerala’s wish list for the
Union Budget 2026-27 pre-
sented by State Finance Mi-
nister K.N. Balagopal at the
pre-Budget consultation
convened by Union Fi-
nance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Saturday.

Catastrophe bonds, or
CAT bonds, are insurance-
linked securities that

At present the
financial risk from

natural disasters are
borne by State or
Central governments

transfer the financial risks
from natural disasters
from the bond issuer to the
capital market. At present,
the financial risk is fully
borne by the State or Cen-
tral governments.

“At present, any State
would find it tough to raise
at short notice sums in ex-
cess of ¥2,000 crore for
disaster relief. If the Centre
can institute catastrophe
bonds, they would prove
helpful to States” he said.

9971932488

‘Issue catastrophe bonds to manage disaster-linked
risks’

JTUST A S TNH & yae & o Fererw! dis
Rt fhe s

. Having battled natural disasters almost on an annual basis
in recent years, Kerala has asked the Union government to
consider instituting ‘catastrophe bonds’ as protection against
disaster-linked losses.

BT & a1 & T g AT WP A ATUGI3f I e & 91, Id
ﬁmﬁq@ﬁ’ﬂﬂ@ &7 & U ‘catastrophe bonds’ NIV
Ww%w@rﬁwaﬂﬁwa@am%

. The request is part of Kerala’s wish list for the Union
Budget 2026-27 presented by State Finance Minister K.N.
Balagopal at the pre-Budget consultation convened by Union
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman on Saturday.

g 3R1Y Union Budget 2026-27 & foTT et 31 7N &Y Gt &1
e % S State Finance Minister K.N. Balagopal = g aR &

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman gRRT EKIT&; TS pre-

Budget consultation T UXdd foa

e Catastrophe bonds, or CAT bonds, are insurance-linked securities that transfer the
financial risks from natural disasters from the bond issuer to the capital market.
Catastrophe bonds, Il CAT bonds, insurance-linked securities G % S !TITﬁW?
3muersf & T{lﬁ financial risks @I bond issuer ¥ capital market T RITIART Hd g

e At present, the financial risk is fully borne by the State or Central governments.
Jaa H, financial risk T3 a8 Y 59 91 $% ARBRY R I8 {61 Sl §

e “At present, any State would find it tough to raise at short notice sums in excess of 2,000
crore for disaster relief. If the Centre can institute catastrophe bonds, they would prove

helpful to ‘States” he said. .
“god |, {1t State & AU disaster relief 8q 2,000 crore ¥ 31f& &1 AR &0 woa |

SNEEL %fdH gNTT| A Centre catastrophe bonds I X Hehdl g, dl 3 States ¥ foIT WgO®

GS Paper II1: IS
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1. | Bhairav Battalions to debut in Army Day parade in Jaipur on January 15
TIRT FeIferad 15 T9a3t &1 TR | 941 fdaw Ws # ugelt IR =i gt

2. | Selfie, ° penny drop’ mandated as KYC for crypto customers in India
YRd ¥ fppl I1e! & fT KYC & &0 # |ewt, U-t-giw sifard
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Bhairav Battalions to debut in Army
Day parade in Jaipur on January 15

Saurabh Trivedi

The Army’s newly raised
modern warfare force, the
Bhairav Battalions, will
participate in the Army
Day parade for the first
time in Jaipur on January
15.

A senior Army officer
confirmed that two Bhai-
rav Battalions will partici-
pate in this year’s parade—
Southern Command’s 2
Bhairav Battalion, known
as the ‘Desert Falcons’,
and South Western Com-
mand’s 4 Bhairav Batta-
lion. The war cry of the 2
Bhairav Battalion is Raja
Ramchandra ki Jai.

On Sunday, the Army
shared a video on its offi-
cial X handle, showcasing
the Bhairav battalions.
Highlighting the Army’s fo-
cus on unmanned warfare,
the officer said, “We are
creating a pool of over one
lakh drone operatives
across the force. These op-
eratives are capable of han-
dling drones and employ-
ing them in real operations

executing Special Forces’ tasks at multiple levels. ANIVIDEO GRAB

to target bases and forma-
tions inside the enemy
territory.”

Raised by Army head-
quarters by drawing les-
sons from global conflicts
as well as India’s own oper-
ational experience, includ-
ing the recent Operation
Sindoor, the Bhairav Batta-
lions are designed as high-
speed, offensive units cap-
able of executing Special
Forces’ tasks at multiple le-
vels, depending on opera-
tional requirements, the
officer added.

So far, the Army has

raised 15 Bhairav Batta-
lions, deployed across for-
mations along borders, the
officers said, adding plans
are under way to raise
about 25 such battalions in
total in the near future.

Bridging the gap
The battalions are intend-
ed to bridge the gap bet-
ween Para Special Forces
and regular infantry units,
enabling them to conduct
special operations from
tactical to operational
depth.

“Modern warfare is

changing at a very rapid
pace. Today’s conflicts are
hybrid in nature, and forc-
es must be fully equipped
with modern technology
to meet these challenges,”
the officer added. “The
Bhairav Battalions are part
of force restructuring and
have been raised in line
with new technologies,
evolving thought process-
es, and emerging opera-
tional requirements,” the
officer said.

As part of a broader
transformation, the Army
has also created Rudra Bri-
gades—integrated all-arms
formations combining in-
fantry, mechanised units,
tanks, artillery, special
forces, unmanned aerial
systems, along with dedi-
cated logistics and combat-
support elements.

Additionally, the Artil-
lery, Mechanised Infantry
and Armoured Corps are
being equipped with ad-
vanced capabilities, in-
cluding drones and mod-
ern battlefield systems, to
enhance operational effec-
tiveness in future conflicts.

Battalions to debut in Army Day parade in Jaipur on January 15

Bhairav

TRG FeIferad 15 TFa3t &I TUYR | 9471 feaw W # ugelt IR =mfda givft

e The Army’s newly raised modern warfare force, the Bhairav Battalions, will participate in
the Army Day parade for the first time in Jaipur on January 15.
T ®1 715 T3 modern warfare force, Bhairav Battalions, 15 S-axt &I STqYR " Army
Day parade o T@T‘ﬂ TR HIT ot

o A senior Army officer confirmed that two Bhairav Battalions will participate in this year’s
parade— Southern Command’s 2 Bhairav Battalion, known as the ‘Desert Falcons’, and
South Western Command’s 4 Bhairav Battalion.

TUdh aﬁrg Army officer El qt@ CARCH ERSI Iy B RS | 3-1 Bhairav Battalions HTT @Tfl—
Southern Command @1 2 Bhairav Battalion, fST ‘Desert Falcons’ & ATH ¥ ST STl %
3{R South Western Command &1 4 Bhairav Battalion
o The war cry of the 2 Bhairav Battalion is Raja Ramchandra ki Jai.
2 Bhairav Battalion ®T & IRT Raja Ramchandra ki Jai ?
e On Sunday, the Army shared a video on its official X handle, showcasing the Bhairav

battalions.

IFATR B J1 7 3UA official X handle TR Bhairav battalions &1 TeRid &Rl g3 TH

video I3 fa5an

e Highlighting the Army’s focus on unmanned warfare, the officer said, “We are creating a pool
of over one lakh drone operatives across the force.

I & unmanned warfare WW@WWE’Q SHIBRT A FeT, E‘Htf{aﬁff one

lakh drone operatives T 3P BT U dig TR IR ® %

e These operatives are capable of handling drones and employing them in real operations to
target bases and formations inside the enemy territory.”
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3 3{TRfCT drones ! THIEH 3R enemy territory & iR fdwT! R T=m3f H1 A=
§H & o4 real operations T 3T IUTNT H3 H J&H %’

Raised by Army headquarters by drawing lessons from global conflicts as well as India’s
own operational experience, including the recent Operation Sindoor, the Bhairav
Battalions are designed as high-speed, offensive units capable of executing Special
Forces’ tasks at multiple levels, depending on operational requirements, the officer added.
Army headquarters gIRI global conflicts 3R YRd & 3 operational experience, .
giferan Operation Sindoor W} =i %‘ Y 9P dDR TSd B ITE: Bhairav Battalions &I high-
speed, offensive units & w9 H IESIERAERIRIE %‘ S operational requirements & SR
faft TR ) Special Forces’ tasks B 3T 7 T we §, R A Gﬁ?{[

So far, the Army has raised 15 Bhairav Battalions, deployed across formations along
borders, the officers said, adding plans are under way to raise about 25 such battalions in
total in the near future.

SfYHTRGT 7 ST fb 31 d% 1 7 15 Bhairav Battalions Tféd &1 %’ ﬁf% borders & 1Y
faftra Tamreif & A9Ta fosan T ], SR near future W $d @R @14 25 B battalions
W B B U T BT @

Bridging the gap
3R &I greAT

The battalions are intended to bridge the gap between Para Special Forces and regular
infantry units, enabling them to conduct special operations from tactical to operational
depth.

3 gerferg Para Special Forces 3R regular infantry units & & gap PO & 3%'52?3[ g
EFI'I% TI"{.: % fSrT¥ 9 tactical ¥ operational depth d& special operations ®X qd

“Modern warfare is changing at a very rapid pace. Today’s conflicts are hybrid in nature,
and forces must be fully equipped with modern technology to meet these challenges,” the
officer added.

“Modern warfare §gd rapid pace Y §Cd ! 31 311 & oy hybrid in nature g, 3R ERl
gﬁ‘;ﬁ'ﬁ Ifuea & 1%111 i &I modern technology I @ aje g 'bﬁ'rﬂ ﬂT%Q SHfYBRY A

“The Bhairav Battalions are part of force restructuring and have been raised in line with
new technologies, evolving thought processes, and emerging operational
requirements,” the officer said.

SfHRY A &ol, “Bhairav Battalions, force restructuring &I e % 3R 3% new
technologies, evolving thought processes, AR emerging operational requirements &
As part of a broader transformation, the Army has also created Rudra Brigades—
integrated all-arms formations combining infantry, mechanised units, tanks, artillery,
special forces, unmanned aerial systems, along with dedicated logistics and combat-
support elements.

MU® transformation & dgd, Y1 9 Rudra Brigades aff EF!'I".ic %— integrated all-arms
formations o infantry, mechanised units, tanks, artillery, special forces, unmanned
aerial systems, & 1y gAftd logistics 3R combat-support elements AT g
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o Additionally, the Artillery, Mechanised Infantry and Armoured Corps are being equipped
with advanced capabilities, including drones and modern battlefield systems, to enhance

operational effectiveness in future conflicts.

, Artillery, Mechanised Infantry 3R Armoured Corps P! advanced
capabilities, ST drones 31X modern battlefield systems XA g, ¥ a9 fa1 S1I81 8

arfer ufoss & ool o operational effectiveness HETQC SIK:Ca

Selfie, ‘penny-drop’ mandated as

KYC for crypto customers in India
iGS [1I: Internal Security |

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Selfie with liveness detec-
tion, recording of geo-
graphical coordinates, and
verification of bank ac-
count by the ‘penny-drop’
method are among the
mandatory new measures
listed by India’s financial
intelligence agency under
the anti-money laundering
and terrorist financing KYC
protocols for cryptocur-
rency exchanges while on-
boarding users.

The directives also dis-
courage Initial Coin Offer-
ings and Initial Token Of-
ferings , equivalent to IPOs
in stock markets, by the ex-
changes. They say that
tumblers, mixers, and ano-
nymity-enhancing tokens-

All crypto exchanges must
register with FIU as reporting
entities.

linked transactions shall
“not” be facilitated.

PTI has reviewed the
updated set of guidelines
brought out by the Finan-
cial Intelligence Unit (FIU),
a body that functions un-

der the Union Finance Mi-
nistry, on January 8 as part
of the ‘anti-money launder-
ing (AML) and combating
financing of terror (CFT)
guidelines for reporting
entities providing services
related to virtual digital as-
sets (cryptocurrency).” The
guidelines have been up-
dated about three years af-
ter they were first pu-
blished in March 2023.

The FIU is the single-
point regulator for crypto-
currency exchanges oper-
ating in India under the
provisions of the Preven-
tion of Money Laundering
Act (PMLA).

The fresh guidelines
mean that all crypto ex-
changes must register with
FIU as reporting entities
and submit regular reports

on suspicious transactions
and maintain records of
their clients (customers) to
identify and combat mo-
ney laundering, terrorist fi-
nancing and proliferation
financing risks associated
with crypto assets, which
India has not identified as a
legal tender but taxes un-
der the Income-Tax law.
The guidelines stipulate
that exchanges should
“mandatorily” obtain the
Permanent Account Num-
ber (PAN), selfie with live-
ness detection, and lati-
tude and longitude
coordinates of the on-
boarding location with
date and timestamp, along
with the IP (Internet Proto-
col) address of the custom-
er as part of the ‘client due
diligence’ measures.

Selfie, ° penny drop’ mandated as KYC for crypto customers in India
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o Selfie with liveness detection, recording of geographical coordinates, and verification of
bank account by the ‘penny-drop’ method are among the mandatory new measures listed
by India’s financial intelligence agency under the anti-money laundering and terrorist
financing KYC protocols for cryptocurrency exchanges while onboarding users.
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e The directives also discourage Initial Coin Offerings and Initial Token Offerings, equivalent

to IPOs in stock markets, by the exchanges.
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e They say that tumblers, mixers, and anonymity-enhancing tokens-linked transactions

shall

“not” be facilitated.
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PTI has reviewed the updated set of guidelines brought out by the Financial Intelligence
Unit (FIU), a body that functions under the Union Finance Ministry, on January 8 as part of
the ‘anti-money laundering (AML) and combating financing of terror (CFT) guidelines
for reporting entities providing services related to virtual digital assets
(cryptocurrency).’
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The guidelines have been updated about three years after they were first published in March
2023.
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The FIU is the single-point regulator for cryptocurrency exchanges operating in India under
the provisions of the Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA)

FIU, -1} @i fraror Sffaas (PMLA) & Traem=i o ded YRd o SaTferd fohgraat
TaRTST & FRTY T PR B

The fresh guidelines mean that all crypto exchanges must register with FIU as reporting
entities and submit regular reports on suspicious transactions and maintain records of
their clients (customers) to identify and combat money laundering, terrorist financing
and proliferation financing risks associated with crypto assets, which India has not
identified as a legal tender but taxes under the Income-Tax law.

U fe=nERT &1 o § i Tt fore) ToRraislt @t RUifée saisal & U | FIU & A1y Ueftevor
HAT BT mmmhwmwwmmwmm(mw
Rl F1T T i arfes ot uReiufal & 98 A+t A, Sddard! famaiyor siR TRIR
faraiyor S &1 uga SR goaan fsar of 9, 8 YRd 3 ST R & S 8§ rdl
TE1 &1 ® AP AR B S ded B Il 2|

The guidelines stipulate that exchanges should “mandatorily” obtain the Permanent
Account Number (PAN), selfie with liveness detection, and latitude and longitude
coordinates of the onboarding location with date and timestamp, along with the IP (Internet
Protocol) address of the customer as part of the ‘client due diligence’ measures.
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